Primary Documents- for Post War Project

1. Suburbia-

Document- Gl Bill http://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/national-
history-day/gi-bill-of-rights.pdf

2. Civil Rights

a.

Document- Brown v. Board of Ed.

3. Environmentalism

d.

Document- Silent Spring

4, Feminism

a.

Document- Gloria Steinem 1970- Washington Post Op-Ed piece

5. Baby Boomers

a.

Dr. Spock on child rearing--http://neamathisi.com/new-learning/chapter-5-learning-
personalities/dr-spock-on-permissive-child-rearing

6. Native American Rights

a. Proclamation to the Great White Father
7. Gay Rights
a. Document- American Psychiatric Asscciation new position on Homosexuality 1970s
hitp://www.nytimes.com/1973/05/10/archives/doctors-urged-not-to-call-homosexuality-
iliness.html
8. Cold war
a. Marshall Plan (Gecrge Marshall}

9. Space Race

John F. Kennedy Nasa Speech https://www.nasa.gov/vision/space/features/ifk speech text.html

a.
10. Vietnam
a. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

11. Civil Rights Ii

a.

Letter from a Birmingham Jail

12. 1950s and the Cold War

a.

Joseph McCarthy enemies within http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6456
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THE SERVICEMEN’S
READJUSTMENT ACT
. OF 1944 .

{T he GI lel of Rzghts}

™ No Ieglslatwe act is of more- 1mportance to prOSpectwe veter- |
" gns than' & “The GI Bﬂl of nghts,n but still, no smgle law has been : £ u
" go misunderstood, Its provisions can be valuable to the future .- -+~ " .

o of the GI who realizes what they can do for i, but in the garbled: B
_:Eorm in which he has been recemng them, they can do Ju )
~ harm tha.n good e “’ : ol ]
T s x;l“The GI Blll” oﬁers four major kmds of heIp.
1 Educatmn and job traming. o _' g ¥
. 2. Guaranty of Joahs. \‘.\_' i
- 8. Unemployment allowances, includmg ald for self- O ]
! employed. _ oo o o S ;
4. Job- ﬁnd‘mg assistance, | e
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. up’fo one year.
- you were discharged because of an actual service-

Educatwn

Th:s iz an opportumty for you to atudy .any- -

) Where in the United States at any approved ‘sehool
- which you consider besiin the field you want to

enter,  If you werein active service for 90 days
-or Tore, part of- which was after 16 September
1940*, were _distharged under: conditions other

‘than d1shonorable, and had your .civilian educa- .

tion or.nalmng interfered with by.your military
: service, you are.éligible.
. you want a refresher or refraining course lasting
The 90 days aren’t required if

" incurred-injury.or. dlsabﬂmty
If you had not attamed theage of 25 when\you

o entered the service it is asiumed yotir éducation

was intefered with; if you were élder than that,
‘you'll have to prove ‘that it was. If you meet other
requirements, you are entitled to the one year of
training regardiess of .your age.
You must apply for this educational help
within 2 years after your dlscharge or the official

. . end of the war, whichever is later, and this educa-

.

tion cannot extend beyond 7 years affer the end
of the war. .

The Government will pay to the school you
have chosen up to $500 for an ordinary schopl year
- to "cover -tuitiom, laboratory, lbrary, health,
- infirmary, and other similar fees, and may pay for
books, supplies, equipment, -and other necessary
expenses, not including living and travelling ex-
‘penses.’ 'Such payments w1ll not be made to ingti-
tutions or organizations giving you apprentice
Lrammg on the job.

" Youswill ; recéivesasliving. allowance of. $50 a
- month if yoi have no dependents and-$75 & month

- if you have one or more, If-you go to :sehipol'on a
part-time basis or under &n apprenticeship ar-
rangement, a lesser allowance ‘will be determined

for you by the Administration of Veterans Aftairs,
Any eligible person can take 1 year's education

_ or trammg {or time equal to 1’c in part—tune study)

*

You are also eligible if.

at an approved institution, or a lesser time if suﬂ‘i-
cient t6 complete the course of instruction chosen.
Upon satisfactory completion of the year of study, -

“you may dontinue up to an addltlon’al 8 years, but

not to exceed the length of service you have had
gince 16 September 19407.

‘For example, if you had 214 yeals of service

" after 16 September 1940, you would be entitled to
314 years of schooling. "Tf you served 414 years, -
- you would be able to get only 4 years of education

under this program because that is. the lmit.

- Batisfactory work must be maintained throughout

the period. If the additional period of instruction
to which you are entitled ends after the midpbint

in any.quarter or semester, you’ll be permitted to
- complete the term.

" Youmay go to any znstltutlon Whlch will admit
you, if it is approved by an appropriate state
agency or the Veterans Administration. Among
the various types of schools included are: Public -

or private elementary, secondary, and other schools .

furnishing education for adults, business schools

and colleges, scientific and technical institutions,
colleges, vocational schools, junior colleges, teach. -

ers’ colleges, normal schools, professional schools,
universities, and other educational institutions,
You may also choose apprentlce or: other training
on the job.”

In some localities, special schools on various
educatlonal levels are being set up for veterans,

. If you've gone as far as third year in high school,

for example, bhut hesitafe about going back becausa

you may feel strange in such a youthful environ-

ment, these special schools may fill the bill for you,

N .

In them you'll be studying with' others closer to . . :

your age level and interests.

Apphcatlon for educatlon or training. may, be
made to the nearest regional office of the Veterans

Administration,-or directly to the: educatlonal m- g

stltutmn you w1sh to attend,

t

Guaranty of Loans B

' The money involved in-the loan guaranty pro-
visions of “The GI Bill” must be used for the pur-
chase or construction of homes, farms, farm
equipment or business property. The Government
~will guarantee part of a loan you make from a bank
- or other-loaning agenty. -

(without security) up to half the amount borrowed
by you; provided thatthe amount guaranteed does
not ‘exceed $2,000, !

For example, if you borrow $3, 000 Uncle Sam

~ pledges that if you are unable to repay the:full

-amount, he will pay back up to 50 percent or
$1,600. -If you borrow $5,000, the same pronuse is
good for the top limit of $2, 000 :

. It does not give hand- -
“~~outs under,this provision, but it will guarantee '

* regpongibility.

You re still respongible for the debt, however, )

just because the Government mlght give you &
helping hand doesn't mean you're reheved of all

against the property of the man who receives the
loan. 'The chief advantage is that the guaranty,

will help you get more money in the first place—

and perhaps on more favorable terms,

. On the part of the loan which has been guar-
anteed, the Government pays the interest for the .
first year. The rate of interest must not be more
than 4 percent a year, The loan must be payable

_ in full within 20 years:

These provmmns are available to those who

¥

“Excluding’ tima spent In ASTP 1t it was & contlnuation of ynur clvmun medical, dentsl oF Yeterinary courso and -

completed

' "TAg‘aEnaexcludlng ilme spent ln AS’I.‘P if it was Y conttnuatlon of your cIvilian medlcat dental or -veterlnary cnnrn

and gompleta

0

The Government can lay a claim -

et dy s
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were in aetive service after 16 September 1940,

had 90 days or more of service and were released
under conditions other than dishonorabls, or who
became eligible through servicerincurred disability:
or injury regardless of length of service, The

applmatlon must be made within 2 years .after..
dlseharge or after the oﬁimal end ol tne war, whlch-

Unemployment Allowances

This section also apphes to men who served o0
days or more, were in service after-16 September
1940 and were released under conditions other than
dishonorable or were dlschalged because of serv-
ice- incurred . injury or. d:sab;ln.y 1egard]ess “of-
. length of serwce _This. compensatlon w1ll not ex-
ceed a peuodgof 52 weeks. The aIIowances will be
-made if you aye unemployed within 2 ‘years atter -
discharge or end of the war, whichever is later, but
will not be paid more than 5 yeats afte1 the teum-
natmn of hoétilities.

-You must reside in the Umted States at ‘the
time such ¢laim is made, be completely finemployed
- (orif partially employéd, earnmg less-than $23 &

' .i- week), registered with and continiie to report to a

" publie: employment office, and - able to, work ‘and

‘available: for suitable'work. 1f you are sick or dis- -
abled duri ing a period of- unemployment for which -
“allowances have already stal ted, you Wlll not be

dlsquelmed ‘

.+ 'The “eekly al]owances under this IJI'OVISJO]I is

$20, less wayes ear ned in part-time work above $3.
- Im otherwxvurds it you are workmg part—txme'and

" earn §8 a week; :and apply for' thig compensation,

you will. receive $15 ($20 less S;a, whxeh s the

amount earned above $3), Keep in mind that you -
eay get this umemployment pay up to 52 weeks; it ~

you apply for it while you're wdrking part-time,

JFou may use-it up and not have it available Ji you

shou]d be fully unemployed later,

State employment compensatlon pl'ograms pro-.
vide weekly paymeénts’ for unemp]oyed workers in
, Jobs.covered by-State regulations: such regulations
1uclude most jobs in private ﬁrms in'business and

. mdustry, factories, shops, mines, mllls stores,

- offices, banks, and related mstltutlons

.- Types. of Jobe not covered are farm work, house-

hold service, Government, se]f-employment and
work for many small ﬁrms. If you are nof eligible
“under a State program, you will be covered by the
- Federal plan.. If you qualify under both, money
received from your State is subtracted from. the
.Federal allowance. .

Under the Federa.i plan, you may receive 8
weeks allowance for each of the first 3 months of
your actlve service since 16 September 1940 and'

R

C i tEe. - qrm!d 13

T

-,ever is Jater but in 1o event beyond 5 years 'after. n

the end ‘'of hOBtlhtles. AU :
Purchase prices. of - equlpment -and- property
must be’ reasonab]e and-there musi be'a faxr chanee

‘of success’ in your business: (as- ledged by your

experienceand- the usefulness-of the enterprise).
Lodns .may -also be. guaranteed fér repalrs and

,'1mprovements. : S S

,,.

4: weeks allowance for each succeedmg month tb a

fotal of 52 weeks, ,
It works like thls. e qane BT AR

Yuu nlll Lie sllowed. nnemp]aymeni
compennation. (It' Fou meet - all
requiremients ‘Ukted above)- un ‘la:

Ter !yun lerveﬂ. ,‘

. l’orc_em

“ 1 ‘ménth G Boweekst o
. ‘2 months -, .“‘..'.,. . 16 weeks \ P
3 months- ....... : .24 weeks ' L
4 méntks ...l 28 weeks < "

6 months ........... s 32 weeks' -
6 ‘months L..,;. Y .36 weeks
T monthg .40 weeks *
_ "8 'months ., ....... . .44 weeks:
* 9 moenths ;... .. .48 weeks - :
10 months .b2 weeks

More than 16 months 52* weeks (max)

You may be dlsquahﬂed from these al]owances
1fyou. - : T

1 Leave sultable work voluntarz]y w1t}{out
good cause;

2 -Are suspende
m the course. of employment : : :

3 Fall to apply for sultable work w1thout zood
cause, ‘to.which you: ha.,ve been referred by 8 pubhc
emptoyment office; - . : .

‘4, Do not accept suitable-work when oﬁ’ered, )
b, Fail to attend an avallable free tre.mmg
course, mthout good cause;

" 8.:Stop work becanse.of 8 labor dlspute, unleSS
_you caii, show that you are: not mvo]ved ln the
dlspute,v__.\ g

- A Job is- not conmdered su1tab1e when the
wages hours, or conditions of work are’ substan—

. tlaHy ]ess favorable than those prevsu i xg .101'
. gimilar work ’ in the loci iq 581

% Py I«:

: pomtxon
offered-is vaeant due dn'ectly ) ‘a8t Ake lockuout ¥
or labor dlspute S e D

it you are se]f-employed ind busmess or pro—
“fession, and- thlngs don’t. devehp the way “you
hoped they would, you'can get finahcial aid to. help
you pull through If your: ‘niet busmess earnmgs
are less than $100°2 month, you may: reeexveathe
dlfference hetween your actual net earnings. during
the prevmus month and $100 for a perzod up to '12
months. DR
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" New York, .

-, -Yeterans Administration.

PO % S
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... Congress: has" declared -that .there.shall be’ an
effective job counseling: and employment placément
-servite for veterans,and with that purposein mind -

. & Veterans Placement Service Board has been
* created to.work with the United States Employ-

u
L T

ey

“The GI'Bill of Rights™ includés Vatious other
parts which are 6f minor importance to most. pros-
_pective véterans.. Many interpretations will be
made from’ time {o time-of provisions of the bill,

) -

"QUESTION: = “What s - ﬁééﬁt by ‘ordi_nafy
school year’? Some schools continue for 11 monahis

‘and other schools stop-at the end of 9 months, and _

ANSWER:
% Frank T.

- Affair,
", “ordinar

-tl}é'n .th_erg_"i_s the summer session intervening,”

"A letter by Brigadier General
Hines, Administrator of Veterans
ted 12 September 1944, states: : “The
ear. is defined as a period of
three guarters—not .iess than

30 nor more th;

"this “definition “an- institution ‘may  be “paid .48 -

much' as $500, for ‘each ‘ordinary school year’
.~ which is completed, regardless of the time. re-
*  quired for such completion. “Thus: $500 might
. ..be paid for each of 4 ‘ordinary school years’
.; Which .are. completed : within' three 12-month-
., periods.” " .- S o
QUESTION: “Would .the Veterans: Administra-
tion consider a baseball school a legitimate school ?
I refer; to oné of those run by the varjoys.téeams in
) Would they give me the. maintenance.
if I attended such.a school?” -~ - . :
ANSWER: " A veteran may enroll in‘any educa-
tional or,-training.in_stitutibn approved by the
Bona fide - haseball

. “schools..are aéceplable, Maintenance benefils’

" Will be'paid fo veterans attending such a school.

‘QUESTION:  “Will - the ‘Govérnment’ have“any
policy régarding certain schools that refuse enroll-
ment to men because of race, ereed; and color, pai-
tieularly medical ‘students? - To’ what extent, if
any, Will the .Vetéerans Administration plug for

- ‘admission of discriminated men in the future?” -

ANSWER: “ “The GI Bill of Riglts” provides
s : thit a veteran may atiend.any school “which will

" =" .accept or retain him as a -student .dr trdinee in

., any-field ‘or-branch -of -knowledge which .such

. [/ nstittion fnda’him guaified to -undertake o

L)

.. Job-Finding Assistance ,

ment Service,

% Conclusion

. 'but the most-important items are given here.

JQUESTION:

38 weeks.in'total length, Under. -

;

-
H

“This setup aims toward as many . .

job opportunities as possible for veterans. Special -

aid for veterans will be available through' loeal

offices of the United States Employment; Service, .

-

: P

You
‘will have ready: access to a Veterans Administra.

tion office or information center at any time for

clarification of these details.

- Education = SR j

putsue.” The decision on acceptability. is left
;. to.the school, . . .
“Why were the ages:up to 25
chosen as the ones where 6ne’s education was éon-
sidered interrupted? What about those stiil study-

irig heyond that age but who were unable to attend .

school for a year or two because of financial

reasons 7" _ ; :
ANSWER: “The GI Bill of Rights” .was nof

-intended to provide education as such, bul to .
. provide education for those whose scheoling was’

- /interrupted-because of Arniy service, To quote
the exact ‘wording of the measure,:education is

15

training’ was impeded, delayed, interrupted by
-reason of his entrance into the service.” '
The vast majorily of men graduating from col-

lege are under 25, ‘Research among members of )

the Armed Forces showed that three-fourths of
- .the men who would like to have more educa-
~.tion after the war were also under 25.
" age, therefore, was set as the age at which edu-
cation, could be assumed, withoul further evi-
. dence, to have been interrupted by war service.
‘But the Bill also provides that any man over 25
is entitled to one year’s refresher or retraining

- "course; and, regardless of a man’s age, if he can
prove’that his. education was actually .impeded .

1o, be provided for a man “whose- education or . -

This-

by his.entry into the Army, he can complete his <

enlire course, irrespective of time
:_.years), at government expense. . .
QUESTION: “‘The GI'Bill of Riglits’ offers the

(not over 4

opportunity for an ex-serviceman to go to school . & .

for one- year. ‘I want to work and go to school
niglits. Naturally, I can’t take a full course in one
year, if I go to classes at night. ‘Does the Bill base
its one year of study specifications on, time or

-credits? If.it is on credits, I.could take the year's
- course in about two years of night school.” :

.. ANSWER: :The educational provisions.of “The
- GI Bill of Rights" provide that-every veteran



Co “bo' éﬁtitléd to at Iéast one yeﬁ'rfs. schooling or

“the equivalent thereof in continuous part-time
.. study?” " The training allowance, however, is

- based on the proportion of full-time study which -

the veteran takes.

' ”QUESTIO_N: “Opne writer says that men over 25

are-not eligible for the free schooling, -while an-

other.says GIs regardless of their age can get at

Ieas_t"on_g- year of free. schooling. Who'ig right?” -

. ANSWER: The one who stales that all Gls can
.get at least one full year of free schooling is cor-
‘Yect.. Only GIs who do not meet the 90-day
qualifying provision or- who ‘are discharged

of luck on the free schooling,

under conditions other than dishonorable are out

- QUESTION: “I was just 19 when T was inducted

and have now bieen in service 3 years. How much . .

free schooling am I entitled to?” .

ANSWER: You are entitled fo a full £yedr

~ course of study at Government expense. You
get 1 year of school by meeting the 90-day-
service gqualification and in addition, because
you were under 25 when you joined up, you get
added periods of free schooling measured hy
your length of service. The Veierans Adminis-

- tration has ruled that for each month of service
a GI can get a calendar month of schooling. Since
the average school year is made up of 9 calen-

3

dar months, 27 months of service will get you
3 years of schooling. . That, plus the 1 year pre-
viously mentioned, gives you a total of 4 years

of schooling: Since 4 years is the maximum, the
. . [ " } :

#

; i ‘0‘,‘.

.. QUESTION: “T can understand & bank’s béing

. .7 completely-satisfied with the 50 % of a loan gusr-

.- anteed-by, the  Government, but it has been my
* experience that a bank will demand security. or

- . collateral for any kind of loan, Exactly what guar-

‘antee will 4 local bank demand for the uninsured
portion of any loan?” ' f .

ANSWER: . The first requirement in arranging -

* for 2 loan is that the veteran satisfy the Iender
that he, the veteran, is a good risk. This means

' +. that in determining the soundness of a loan -

for.which a federal.guaranty is sought; the'same

* general factors that surround a private trans-

action will apply. R & .
- In‘what way, then; is the loan provision of “The
" GI Bill of Rights” of assistance to the veteran?
: The answer is that the lender, assured of 4 50%

~‘guaranty by the Government, will be strongly -

- encouraged to make the loan, even if the securily
does not cover the entirgloan. ~ = - .-
QUESTION: “Two other soldiers and I want to

start a business in Australia after the war. Do

- “you think the loan privileges of ‘The GI Bill of

-Rights’ might be extended to cover a business in -

Australia?” - . S _
ANSWER: ' Loan privileges of “The ‘GI Bill_of
Rights” .will not be made to veterans planning

‘#he terni “United States” means the several

.business yentures outside the United States;y

- rest of your service time does not count foward - |

free schooling. - DR
QUESTION: I own a farm, and when T get out of

gervice. I'd like to-take advartage of both the edu. :

cational and.the farm-loan provisions .of ‘The'GI -

- Bill of Rights.!, Will I'be permitted to goto school

and horrow money for ‘new equipment for:the,

farm?” S s R
- . ANSWER: You probably will.. A veleran may .,
- take advantage of more than one provision of ;|

““The GI Bill of Rights” at a times=If you can
_convince’ your bank that you. can-attend school
and run your farm at the same time, you should -

have no trouble swinging theloan to buy'the'new ...

equipment.

QUESTION: “I have a wife and 8 children, When -

[ get out I'd like to take advantage of

iy + . o aa ooy "> o ke -3,
schooling.. How much will.Ireceiv&'for's

while attending School 7" - LT
ANSWER:  You will get $75 a month while at-

lending school. Every GI who attends.school -

‘full time will get $50 a month. Those with de.

pendents get $25 a month in addition. ‘The num-

ber of dependents doesn’t matter, since the maxi-
" mum amount paid is $75. .~ - - - ;
QUESTION: “Before I entered the' Army I was

ubgistence . -

studying advertising. Now that I'am older I can

see that this was a mistake and that I am best
fitted for research in chemistry. Can I switch over

to chemistry or must I continue the course I was

studying before I entered the Army.?”

ANSWER: You can study anything you want.

to any approved school or college and stidy any-
_ thing he likes, : R

P

 stafes, territories and possessions, and the: Dis-
.. Arict.of Columbija, . Sy

Under “The GI Bill of Rights” a veteran can-go - -,

QUESTION: “If I want %o buy 4. Home. when T -

leave the service, may I borrow the full $4,000
‘under ‘The GI Bill of Rights’ without any other
collatéral but ‘the mortgage on the house? " The
- house will .cost $4,000. I have a.job now waiting
for me, but I have nothing else. Can'I getia -loan

up to 100%-of the value of the property? - I'under- ..

stand that.there-is a limitation on mortgages of

66% in my state. How. can I get around this?”
_ANSWER: It is possible to get .a loan with no. - -
other collateral than the mortgage on the house. - .
In cases where state laws interfere, as above, N
the veferan may deal with- FHA, which willitake '

up 10 80% of the value
Yeterans- Administratior
- remaining 209%, " L
QUESTION: - “Can I use o
poses - Sl S ‘
ANSWER: A loan for two purposes,will be
- made if the veteran can show evidence of ability
~ to operate both business ventures successfully,

' perty. and the

QUESTION: - “I haveé been told that cash benefits .,
under ‘The GI Bill of Rights’ will be taken out of -
any future-honusthat may be voted,  Is this frue?? ;

- ANSWER: It is,* Thelaw siates that any bene-

educied from any, futurg

bed

3 165.1; f_or;‘ﬁvﬁo“ pur-

- fits derived under. “The GI Bill of Rights” shall |

a

Il aceept, the™
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I ample, if you get z Joan guaranteed under the

- law, any bonus money you may.be entitled to will . L.’ L &
- QUESTION:. “When I get out, I'd like to buy &
“farm and turn it over to a tenant to run. Mean.
“while I want to go back to .my own business and
- let-the tenant run the farm for me. Will I be able

‘be nsed-to redude the amount of the loan still

* bonis money is.left _aftei:fthgf,.:'you~'yill get the
-Temainder in eash, . . . 0o 0

QUESTION: “My wife and I are both in service:

Can ‘we each getaloan guaranteed under‘The GI

. Bill of Rig};:ts’?"to be used in buying a house ” )
ANSWER: “ You - can. "EacH of you will be

~ tréated as an individual veteran. ¥ you are
" both -abte to ‘swing loans from your bank, you
could get the loans guaranteed from the Veter-

. ang Administration.

= YQUESTION.: “Is it true.that the Government pays
- all the interest on the'loans we get under ‘The GI

Bill of Rights’?” = - R

- ANSWER: No, it is not.' During the first year
of the loan the Veterans Administration will pay
the interest on that part of the loan which 4t

has guaranteed. Thus, if you get a $4,000 loan,

the Veterans Administration wiil pay the in-
terest on $2,000 or $80 (at 4 percent, the maxie

T

°  QUESTION: “Under the unemployment allow-

ances would a veteran who had gone into farming

tr..-and was earning less than $100 pér calendar month

P .'be;-,;pa‘i:dwtb,e-»differencem_gertween ‘his net earnings

and $1 \ 07
puted on a monthly basi;

;earnings car’t: be. com-

Py

ANSWER: Uneinp]ojfrﬁéﬁt a]nl(’ii_\'r'énéés:are paid
veterans engaged in farming up 1o the time of-

‘their first crop, . Following the.first crop, the
earnings of the veteran-are computed on a yearly

- basis,

..~ QUESTION:" “‘The GI Bill’ says that a veteran

can get only one benefit at a time. Suppose a man

‘has taken advantage of the loan ‘privileges. of the .
* Bill. .Then he finds himself out of a job. . It would
". seem that he gets no unemployment compensation.

Is this true?’ - | -

- ANBWER: According to “The GI. Bill, of
T wtRights?. a veteran is entitied fo only’ one
., monetary bénéfit-at:a time. Loan assistance is
" .not considered a monetary benefit: In- the
‘situation outlined .above the veteran is eligible: -
for unemployment allowance even though he had

arranged a loan with the government.” But'a

veleran cannof get a subsistence allowance while,

A . t
i e .

unpaid at the time the bonus is passed. If any

E Une'mplbyment 'Compﬁénsat‘ion |

| pight 7" 3.

- mung rate you may pay). .Yo'i;‘will»ha‘vjre .10‘113‘7. =

the rest of ihe interest yourseif.” -

to get a farm-loan guaranty if I do thgt?” -

* ANSWER: 'ff.You will not. A i-fe_ﬁé_ra'n can, §éf. :
~a farm 'lean guaranteed only if he persomaily. |

directs and -operates:the farm. - You can, of

* courge, hire all the help you need, but you will -
itted to operate the farm. through

1ot -be perm

someone else, -

i

- QUESTION: “I own a farm which my younger -

brother and sistér have been running in my ab.
sence. They fell me that local taxes have heen . -
waccumtilating at a fast clip. Will I be pefmitted «

to borrow money under ‘The GI Riil of Rights"to |

pay off the taxes?” = : i

ANSWER:" You will. You may get either a -

farm Joan or 2 home loan and use the money to
pay off taxes on your property. The-same thing
appliés to taxes on a town or city home owned

e by a GII ~ .

- going to school and unemployment allowancesy

~ they are both monetary benefits, ;

QUESTION: “I have been told that in order to-
get unemployment pay allowed under ‘The GI Bill

. of Rights,” I must be willing to take a job even if.

.. it ig in & factory where there is a strike, Is -[—,imt’ -

K . P2 b — ey
SR

ANSWER: It isnot." You do nof have o accep

~ a‘job which is available directly as a result of a |

 strike, Jock-out or other labor ‘dispute. Your -
refusal to accept such a job will not affect your

right to the unemployment pay. T

‘QUESTION: “When I am discharged I expect to

go into a business of my own. If the business does.
not succeed, will I be able to get any money under
the unemployment provisions of ‘The GI Bill of .~
Rights'?” . B

ANSWER: If your business folds up and you .
are noflearning any money, you will get:$20°a " .

week. - $hoi i '
~earn legs than $100 during any caléndar month

. you will get the difference between your net -
~ earnings.and $100. This di

an _ flerence will be paid
only up to 52 weeks. - : RV
‘ " 9 April 1945,

hould. your business fall off so that you.




©  agency, or officer under authority of
.. existing ‘provisions of law. .;
. “8, 'The Administrator -of  Veter-
Ans’ Affalrs is authorized .and em-.
‘Powered to administer this title, and,
Insofar ag he deems practicable, shall
* utilize existing facilities and services
: « - of -Federal- and . State: departments
1 ~and agencies on:the basls of mutual
. . agreements with them,
1 - . with and sthject to the provisions
" and limitations set forth in ‘this title,
the Administrator shall from time to
timie, preséribe and promulgate such
rules, and’ regulations as .Inay be
necessary to carry out-its purposes
" and provisions, '
~ 10, The Administrator may ar-
' ggg;g&ég@gcatio:;al_ and vocational

: iidarnice 10 persons
. 17 cation. and’ training under this - part,
* .- Ab such Intervals as he deems Rcees.
: 58y, he shall iake available infor-
.17 mation respecting need for general
education and for trained personnei,
In the varigus, crafts, trades, and
! professions: Provided, That facilities
of- other Fe_dem_l'a,gencieg collecting
such Information shall be, utilized to
the extent he deems practicable,

“11. As used in this part, the term
‘educational or training institutions’
shall include ali public or private ele-
mentary, second ary, and other
schools - furnishing education foy

‘. a,dult.s_é pu§me§s schools and colleges_;

4

>

.

naval service of the United States'at
any tlmeson.or after September 186,

of the present war and who shall

- have "Heen discharged or releasec
. therefrom under conditions  other
-than dishonorable after active sery-
ice of ninety days'or more, or by rea-
son of an.injury or disability incurred

¢ In’ service in line of duty, shall be
- eligible for the benefits of this title.
Any such veteran. may apply within
-wxﬂi’n"- years after sepsration from the
“=-militaiy-or.naval forces, or two years
after termiha;tlomfb!;.th_e.‘;v;a;j, which~

more than five years after the ters
5 ‘mination of the war, to the Adminis-
- ‘trator of Veterans' Affairs- for the

to exceed 50_per.centutn of a loan or
loans for any of the purposes speci-
fled - In "sections 501, 502 and 503:

guaranteed shall not exceed $2,000,
If the Adminisirator finds that the
1. veteran is eligible for the benefits of
. 'thig title and that the loan applied

Eti‘t appedars practicable, the Admin-

,“clSé,d_; “by.. i.stﬁbh};lnb.the:‘j 'depﬁftment,%

[

Consistent

ieligible-for edu-.

1940, and prior to the termination

" ‘ever Is the later date by, in ‘no'event -
guaranty by the Administrator of not -

Provided. That the aggregate amount

pagsnteaiihe:payment: -

. ministrator shall

-or of

“‘soientific ‘and “techhical’ institutions,

colleges, voca‘tfongl ‘schools; Jjunior
colleges, * teachers’

versity or any State department ,of
education, or any State apprentice-
ship ‘agenecy or State board of _voea-
tional education; or any State ap-
prenticeship .council or the. Federa]
Apprentice, Training Service estab-
lish in accordance with Publie, Num-
bered 308; Seventy-fifth Congress, or
any agency in execulive branch of
the. Fédera] Government authorized

. under other laws to supervise such
. training» - Coe :

Sec. 401. Section 3, Public: Law
Numbered 16, Seventy-eighith i Coti-
gress, is hereby amended to.read as
follows:. ! o,

“Sec, 3. The appropriation for the
Veterans® Administration, ‘Salaries
and expenses, medical and hospital,

.and compensation and pensions’,
. shall be available for necessary ex-

-penses under part VII, asg amended,
or part.VIIT of Veterans Regulation

-Numbered 1 (a), and there is hereby

authorized to be appropriated sueh
additional amount or amounis as may

be’ necessary to accomplish the pur- -
. A ! :

TITLE T

the Purchase or Construction of Homes, Farms, and

Business. Property

_— - Chapter V—Provisions 'for- Loans e
Sec. 500. (a) Any D&}Eon who shall  of the part théz;por a8’ set {ofth }in tiori:' 'Provided ‘I:tirthx;.f. A':I‘hé.t Toans,.
have setved in the active military or  ‘thig title, - g : guaranteed. by -the - Administrator

{b), Interest for:the —'ﬂrz_'stA Year on

- that part of the loan guaranteed by

‘the ‘Administrator - out of available

-appropriations. No security for the

guaranty of a loan shall he required
except the right to be subrogated to
the lien rights of the holder of the
obligation which'is guaranteed: Pro-
vided, That
to be issued A
mortgagor and mortgagee shall agree

that. before beginning - foreclosure
for default in payment

proceedings
of principal or interest. due,’ the Ad-
all have at least thirty
days! notice with the option_ of bid-

“difg in “the-property on foreclosure
refinancing ‘the loan ‘with.any

other agency or by any other means
available, .

(¢} Loans.guaranteed by. the Ad-
ministrator under this title shall be
payable under such térms and condi-

tions a5 may be approved by the Ad-

ministrator; Provided, That the
Mability under the guaranty, with the
limitations of this title, ~shall' de-

..crease or increase pro rata with any

decrease or increage of the ‘amount

v the.unpaid portion.of ihe.obilga- . -

colleges,” normeal -
schools, professional schools, univer-
“sltles, and other educational Institu-

- tiohs, dnd shall giso inélude business

- or other establishments "providing
apprentice or other training on ‘the -

- Job, incliding those under the Super-- -
vision of an approved college or uni- -

;'forded "‘thereunder,

pursuant te regulations
by the Adminjstrator the "

poses ‘thereof. ~Siich expenses ‘may
Include; subject to regulations issued
by the- Administrator and in addition -
to. medical care, tredtment; ‘hospital-: -
izatlon, . and- jprosthesis; otherwise
authorizéd, slich care, treatment; and

- supplies as may be negessary to ‘ag- .

complish - the purposes of .part VII,
8s. amended, or part "VIII of Véters
ans Regulation Numbered 1 (a),” - .
~ Sec. 402. Public Taw Numbered
16, Seventy-eighth. Congress, Is here-"" ;
by amended by adding thereto A new -
section-4 to read .as Tollows: . . i
“Sec. 4. Any books,. supplies, or.

-'equi'pmen,b furnished a trainee or.

student under part VII'or part VIl N
of Veterans Regulation Numbered. 1
{(a) shall be deemed released to him:
Frovided, That if he fall, because nf .
fault, en his. part to complete the
course of. training cr ediication af- .
‘he may. bé res
quired, in the. discretion of ‘the ‘Ad-.
ministrator, to return any or all of
such books, supplies, or equipnient
not actually expended or to repay-the
reasonable valile thereof.” S,
Sec. 403. Paragraph.I, Part VII,
Veberans Regulation Number 1. @
(Public. Law Number 16, -Seventy-
elghth Congress), {s hereby amended
by inserting after the word “time”
the word “on or” and deleting the .
date “December 6. 1941™ and substi-
tuting therefor the date “September
16, 19400 " 7 .

. R

shall bear interest .at a rate not
exceeding 4. per centum per snnum -
and shall be, payable “In il i
not more than.twenty years.| The ..
Administrator 'jg' authorized and di-'

rected to. guarantee loans-to veterans |
subject to the provisions of this dltle
on approyed applications made to .
persons, firins, assoclations, and cors
porations and to governmental ‘agen=
cles and corporations, either State oF

Federllal..* e T
'Purchase Of Construction Of ‘Homes
_Sec. 501..(a) Any application made
by a weteran under this title for the
guaranty of a loan to be used im .
purchasing residential property or in -
constructing ‘a. dwelling on ‘unim-
proved property owned by himi to'be
occupied as his home may be approys
ed by the Administrator of Veterans™ !
Aflairs if he finds— T
- (1) that the proceeds of such
‘loans will be used for payment for -
such property to.be purchased or
constructed by ‘the veteran: . : 1

- . t2) that the contemplated bermy
- ,0f "payment required in_any. morts
.§8gq-10-be given in part paymenk |
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T v

1

cf the purcha.se price or, thn con--

‘struction cost bear s proper. rela.-

C-tlon to the veteran's present and

. anticipated income: and  expenses;

“and that the nature and condition

‘of -the ‘property -is- spch as to bhe

= 'guitable for dwelling-purposes; and
~ (3) that the purchase price paid’

'. or ‘to be paid by. the veteran for
. such property or the construction
. cost, including-the value of the un-
-=zimproved lot, .does not exceed the
“.Teasonable normal value thereof
“as determined-by proper appraisal,
1{b) Any application” for the guar-
- ‘anty-of-a loan ubder this section for
-the purpose of making repairs, altera-
. tiohs, or improvements in, or paying
delinquent - indebtedness, taxes, or
.special essessments -on, residential
,property owned ‘by the veteran and
ised by him as his home, may be.ap-
pmved by "the Administrator if he
nnds that the proceeds of such loan
will be used for such purpose. or pur-
poses.

7 {ey No first. morbgage shall be in-
el_igible for insurance under the Na-
‘ional Housing Act, as amended, by
res.son of any loan guaranteed under
this title, or by.reasoh of any sec-
ondary lien upon the property in-
volved securing such lean.

. Purchase Of Farms And Farm"
; - Equipment
Sec " 502, Any application made
‘under this title" for the guaranty of
a Joan to be Used in purchasing any
. hand;. buildi.ngs. lvestock, equipment,
i . machinery, ot implements, or in re-
bairing, altering, ‘or improving any
bulldings or eguibment, to be used
“in farming .operations conducted by
Ahe applicant, may he approved by .
_ihe "Administrator -of Veterans' Al-
falrs if.he finds— - :
- (1) that the proceeds of such
“loan will be used -in payment. for
\ e ,:cea.l ox;) pegonal property purchased. :
; e

Y

or !or'repairlng, altering. or. im-
proving any.. buildings or equip-

" ment, to’ ‘be used iii bona fide farm-
ing opergtions conducted by law; -

(3)" that such: preperty “will be -

, -;{u.seful in.and reasonably .neces--

P Sec 600 (a.) In «the enactment of
' “he provisions of this title Congress
‘declares as its" intent and purpose
thal there shail be .an effective job.
. counseling’ and employment place-
“ment sérvice- for veterans, and that
“tp. this end, policies shall be promul-
ga.ted‘and administered, so as.to pro-.
-wide for;them the maXximum. of job
- ogpowumty in ‘the " field ‘of gainful
employment . For the:purpose there
is-hereby’ created to -cooperate with
and:assist. the United States Employ-
ment Service, as established by the
Provisions of the Act of June 6,.1933,
el Veterams’ Placement Service Boud.‘
mnnst oi;rbhe Adminik

- 4

S e

rchesed: by the vel;ers.n. .

i‘

- Bec.

n.ry Ior emclenbly eonducblng such
operatlons,

. (3) that the ability and expeli-

.ence of the veteran, and the na-
ture of the proposed farming oper-
-atlons.to be conducted by him, are
such -that, there is & reasonable
likelihood that .such ° operations
will be successful; and -

(4} that the purchase price pald
or to be paid by the veterans for
such, property does not exceed the
reasonable normral value thereof as
-determined by proper appraisali
Purchase Of Business Property

:503. “Any application ‘made -
under this title for the guaranty of
a loan to be used in purchasing any
business; land, bulldings; supplies,

equipment, machinery, or tools, to be.
used by the applicant in pursuing _an
“(other than? 'm

a gamful occupation™
Iarmlng) may be approved by ‘the

- Administrator of Veteratis' Afairs

 Velerans' Affairs
“promulgate such rulesand reglla-

i he finds—

(1) that the’ ploceeds of such

loan will be used for payment for

. real or personal property. purchas-

ed or to be purchased by the vet-

eran and used by him in the bona

. fide pursuit of such gainful occu-
" pation;

(2) that such.property will be

useful in and reasonably necessary

for the efiiclent and successful_

pursuit of such occupation:

(3) that the shility and experi-
ence of the veteran, and ihe con-
ditions under. which he proposes
to pursue such oceupation, are such
that there is a reasonable likeli-

. hood he will be successful in the
pursuib of such occupation; and

(4) that the purchase price pald

or to be paid by the veteran for
such property does not:exceed, the
1]

_..detetmined- by..proper appraisa
* See. 504, Th

tion.s as. are deemed necessary ‘and
approprmte for carrying oul the pro-

visions. ¢f ‘this_title, and may dele-
gate to' s syubordinate employee. au- -

thority to approve loans subject to -

TILE IV

Ch'aﬁtelf y I;Emple.ynient of ‘Veteyrans - _ s

‘frator of Veterans’ Affairs,as Chalr-

fman, the Director of the National
Selective Servite System, and the

Administrator of the Federal Secui- .

1ty Ageney,.or whoever may have the
respons!bmty of administering the

.functions of the United States ‘Em-

ployment. Service: ‘The Board shall
determine all matters of policy re-

iatfhg to: the administration ‘of the

Veterans’ Employment Service of fhe
United States Employment Service.

‘(b The Chairman of the Board

shall have direct authority and re-

- gponsibllity for carrying out its poli-

cles ‘through the veterans' employ~

-meni representa.tives m the sever&l ‘

“Administrator of
is ‘suthorized: to

EC

the provislons of ‘this title and the
" rules pmmulgated ‘thereunder. -
Sec. '505. (&)  'Fhe Administrator
siiall designate such, agency or agen—
cies, if-any, 45 he finds equipped )
determine whether the guaranty ‘of
l_oans should be*approved under this
title. " In any.-case wherein . a -prin=
- cipal loan, :for any. of the purposes .
_stated in seetlon .501,. 502. or 503, i

made or guaranteed p3 insured by-it
pursuant to applcable” "law - ‘and .
regulations, and the lyeter is 1

T
" yemainder of the: purchase prlce or
¢ost, or a part thereof, the Adminis-
trator, subject otherwise to the. pro-
visioms of this title, including  the
limitation of $20

; guarantee ‘the full .amount of
the -second Ioan: Provided, Thal
such second loan shall nob exceed 29
per centum of the purchase price or
cost and that the rate. of interest
* thereon shall not exceed that on the
principal loan by ‘more than -1 per
centum: And. provided further, That
regulatwng to be promulgated Jointly
by the Admmlstretor and the head
of sueh’ agencies’ may prmrlde for
velvmmg of both Tloans™ by -such
agency” and ‘for reﬂnancing of.-the
principal loan to include any-unpaid
. portion -of the secondary Joan-with
acerued intetest, 1f ‘any, after the
curtailment t,hereon equals twice the
amount of the. secondary loan.

(b} Any person who is found by
the Administrator of Veterans' - Af- .
fairs to ve 'z veteran eligible ‘for’ the

bnneﬂts et this title, . .28 :DLOV vid

v

tlonal trainee,. to-be likely to garry
out suct.essfully underbakings regiir-
-'ed of him. undexr.a loan iwhich may
be made under the Bankhead-Jones
Farm ‘Tenanf Act, shall e ‘eligible
- for. the henefits of such-Act” ‘to_ the
same extent as A he were: a farm‘
tenant . . a e

States or through persons, engaged.s

in actlvities authorized‘*i:n,rr subsectwn
--(g) of section 8ot the Selective Serv-
lce'"Act of 1040 (Publc. Law, 783,
-Seventy- sixth Congmess. apmoved
Septemper . 18, "1940),  as- amended.
. 8. ¢, bit.le 50, sec, 3087, The,
;Chalrma‘n may. delega.te such authotr-
ity to an. executive, sectehal_ ,'_wgo
shall be, appointed by shim and. who
shall thereupon be .the Chiet. of the
-Velerans’ Employment Servige o,f. fhe
+United States . Employment Sen,'ice
(c) “The public records of-the. Vet~
" erans' Personnel -Division, 3 at.lom.l
-Selective | Service System, ‘and ~ths.
'Vebenna‘;Employ;nen . Service of ¢hs -




Brown v. Board of Education

Date: 1954

Landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision issued on May 17, 1954, declaring that racial
segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. Reversing Plessy v. Ferguson, which allowed
for "separate but equal" facilities, the Court now unanimously ruled that "separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal" and violate the equal protection guarantees of the Fourteenth
Amendment. The case was brought before the Court by the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on behalf of Linda Brown, a Topeka student who

attended an all-black elementary school. The decision led to nationwide desegregation in
educational and other institutions and gave impetus to the civil rights movement in America.,

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

United States Supreme Court

From: 74 Supreme Court Reporter, p. 686-693

347 U.S. 483 BROWN ET AL. V. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF TOPEKA, SHAWNEE
COUNTY, KAN., ET AL

BRIGGS ET AL. V. ELLOITT ET AL.

DAVIS ET AL. V. COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD OF PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, VA., ET AL,
GEBHART ET AL. V. BELTON ET AL.

Reargued Dec. 7, 8, 9, 1953.

Decided May 17, 1954.

No. 10

Mr. Chief Justice Warren delivered the opinion of the Court.



These cases come to us from the States of Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, and Delaware. They
are premised on different facts and different local conditions, but a common legal question
justifies their consideration together in this consolidated opinion.

In each of the cases, minors of the Negro race, through their legal representatives, seek the aid of
the courts in obtaining admission to the public schools of their community on a nonsegregated
basis. In each instance, they have been denied admission to schools attended by white children
under laws requiring or permitting segregation according to race. This segregation was alleged to
deprive the plaintiffs of the equal protection of the laws under the Fourteenth Amendment. In
each of the cases other than the Delaware case, a three-judge federal district court denied relief to
the plaintiffs on the so-called "separate but equal” doctrine announced by this Court in Plessy v.
Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537, 16 S.Ct. 1138, 41 L.Ed. 256. Under that doctrine, equality of treatment
is accorded when the races are provided substantially equal facilities, even though these facilities
be separate. In the Delaware case, the Supreme Court of Delaware adhered to that doctrine, but
ordered that the plaintiffs be admitted to the white schools because of their superiority to the
Negro schools.

The plaintiffs contend that segregated public schools are not "equal" and cannot be made
"equal,” and that hence they are deprived of the equal protection of the laws. Because of the
obvious importance of the question presented, the Court took jurisdiction. Argument was heard
in the 1952 Term, and reargument was heard this Term on certain questions propounded by the
Court. ’

Reargument was largely devoted to the circumstances surrounding the adoption of the Fourteenth
Amendment in 1868. It covered exhaustively consideration of the Amendment in Congress,
ratification by the states, then existing practices in racial segregation, and the views of
proponents and opponents of the Amendment. This discussion and our own investigation
convince us that, although these sources cast some light, it is not enough to resolve the problem
with which we are faced. At best, they are inconclusive. The most avid proponents of the post-
War Amendments undoubtedly intended them to remove all legal distinctions among "all
persons born or naturalized in the United States.” Their opponents, just as certainly, were
antagonistic to both the letter and the spirit of the Amendments and wished them to have the
most limited effect. What others in Congress and the state legislatures had in mind cannot be
determined with and degree of certainty.

An additional reason for the inconclusive nature of the Amendment's history, with respect to
segregated schools, is the status of public education at that time. In the South, the movement
toward free common schools, supported by general taxation, had not yet taken hold. Education of
white children was largely in the hands of private groups. Education of Negroes was almost
nonexistent, and practically all of the race were illiterate. In fact, any education of Negroes was
forbidden by law in some states. Today, in contrast, many Negroes have achieved outstanding
success in the arts and sciences as well as in the business and professional world. It is true that
public school education at the time of the Amendment had advanced further in the North, but the
effect of the Amendment on Northern States was generally ignored in the congressional debates,
Even in the North, the conditions of public education did not approximate those existing today.
The curriculum was usually rudimentary; ungraded schools were common in rural areas; the
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school term was but three months a year in many states; and compulsory school attendance was
virtually unknown. As a consequence, it is not surprising that there should be so little in the
history of the Fourteenth Amendment relating to its intended effect on public education.

In the first cases in this Court construing the Fourteenth Amendment, decided shortly after its
adoption, the Court interpreted it as proscribing all state-imposed discriminations against the
Negro race. The doctrine of "separate but equal” did not make its appearance in this Court until
1896 in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson, supra, involving not education but transportation.
American courts have since labored with the doctrine for over half a century. In this Court, there
have been six cases involving the "separate but equal” doctrine in the field of public education.
In Cumming v. Board of Education of Richmond County, 175 U.S, 528, 20 S.Ct. 197, 44 L.Ed.
262, and Gong Lum v. Rice, 275 U.S. 78, 48 S.Ct. 91, 72 L.Ed. 172, the validity of the doctrine
itself was not challenged. In more recent cases, all on the graduate school level, inequality was
found in that specific benefits enjoyed by white students were denied to Negro students of the
same educational qualifications. State of Missouri ex rel. Gaines v, Canada, 305 U.S. 337, 59
S.Ct. 232, 83 L.Ed. 208; Sipuel v. Board of Regents of University of Oklahoma, 332 U.S. 631,
68 S.Ct. 299, 92 L.Ed. 247; Sweatt v. Painter, 339 U.S. 629, 70 S.Ct. 848, 94 L.Ed. 1114;
McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents, 339 U.S. 637, 70 S.Ct. 851, 94 L.Ed. 1149. In none of
these cases was it necessary to re-examine the doctrine to grant relief to the Negro plaintiff. And
in Sweatt v. Painter, supra, the Court expressly reserved decision on the question whether Plessy
v. Ferguson should be held inapplicable to public education.

In the instant cases, that question is directly presented. Here, unlike Sweatt v. Painter, there are
findings below that the Negro and white schools involved have been equalized, or are being
equalized, with respect to buildings, curricula, qualifications and salaries of teachers, and other
"tangible" factors. Our decision, therefore, cannot turn on merely a comparison of these tangible
factors in the Negro and white schools involved in each of the cases. We must look instead to the
effect of segregation itself on public education.

[1] In approaching this problem, we cannot turn the clock back to 1868 when the Amendment
was adopted, or even to 1896 when Plessy v. Fersugon was written. We must consider public
education in the light of its full development and its present place in American life throughout
the Nation. Only in this way can it be determined if segregation in public schools deprives these
plaintiffs of the equal protection of the laws.

[2] Today, education is perhaps the most important function of state and local governments.
Compulsory school attendance laws and the great expenditures for education both demonstrate
our recognition of the importance of education to our democratic society. It is required in the
performance of our most basic public responsibilities, even service in the armed forces, It is the
very foundation of good citizenship. Today it is a principal instrument in awakening the child to
cultural values, in preparing him for later professional training, and in helping him to adjust
normally to his environment. In these days, it is doubtful that any child may reasonably be
expected to succeed in life if he is denied the opportunity of an education. Such an opportunity,
where the state has undertaken to provide it, is a right which must be made available to all on

equal terms.



[3] We come then to the question presented: Does segregation of children in public schools
solely on the basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other "tangible" factors may be
equal, deprive the children of the minority group of equal educational opportunities? We believe
that it does.

In Sweatt v. Painter, supra [339 U.S. 629, 70 S.Ct. 850], in finding that a segregated law school
for Negroes could not provide them equal educational opportunities, this Court relied in large
part on "those qualities which are incapable of objective measurement but which make for
greatness in a law school." In McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents, supra [339 U.S. 637, 70
S.Ct. 853], the Court, in requiring that a Negro admitted to a white graduate school be treated
like all other students, again resorted to intangible considerations: "* * * his ability to study, to
engage in discussions and exchange views with other students, and, in general, to learn his
profession.” Such considerations apply with added force to children in grade and high schools.
To separate them from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race
generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts
and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone. The effect of this separation on their educational
opportunities was well stated by a finding in the Kansas case by a court which nevertheless felt
compelled to rule against the Negro plaintiffs:

"Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect upon the
colored children. The impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law; for the policy of
separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority of the negro group. A sense
of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn. Segregation with the sanction of law,
therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the educational and mental] development of Negro children
and to deprive them of some of the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated school
system. Whatever may have been the extent of psychological knowledge at the time of Plessy v.
Ferguson, this finding is amply supported by modern authority. Any language in Plessy v.
Fersugon contrary to this finding is rejected.

[4] We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of "separate but equal” has no
place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal, Therefore, we hold that the
plaintiffs and others similarly situated for whom the actions have been brought are, by reason of
the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the
Fourteenth Amendment. This disposition makes unnecessary any discussion whether such
segregation also violates the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

[5] Because these are class actions, because of the wide applicability of this decision, and
because of the great variety of local conditions, the formulation of decrees in these cases presents
problems of considerable complexity. On reargument, the consideration of appropriate relief was
necessarily subordinated to the primary question--the constitutionality of segregation in public
education. We have now announced that such segregation is a denial of the equal protection of
the laws. In order that we may have the full assistance of the parties in formulating decrees, the
cases will be restored to the docket, and the parties are requested to present further argument on
Questions 4 and 5 previously propounded by the Court for the reargument this Term. The
Attorney General of the United States is again invited to participate. The Attorneys General of
the states requiring or permitting segregation in public education will also be permitted to appear



as amici curiae upon request to do so by September 15, 1954, and submission of briefs of
October 1, 1954,

It is so ordered.

Cases ordered restored to docket for further argument on question of appropriate decrees.
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"‘Women's Liberation'

Aims to Free Men, Too

The Washington Post
Sunday, June 7, 1970

By Gloria Steinem

THIS IS THE YEAR of Women's Liberation. Or at least, it's the year the press has discovered a
movement that has been strong for several years now, and reported it as a small, privileged,

rather lunatic event instead of the major revolution in consciousness € in everyone's

consciousness, male or female ®that I believe it truly is.

It is a movement that some call "feminist” but should more accurately be called humanist; a
movement that is an integral part of rescuing this country from its old, expensive patterns of
elitism, racism and violence.

The first problem for all of us, men and women, is not to learn, but to unlearn. We are filled with
the popular wisdom of several centuries just past, and we are terrified to give it up. Patriotism

means obedience, age means wisdom, woman means submission, black means inferior: these are
preconceptions imbedded so deeply in our thinking that we honestly may not know that they are

there.

Unfortunately, authorities who write textbooks are sometimes subject to the same popular
wisdom as the rest of us. They gather their proof around it, and end by becoming the
theoreticians of the status quo. Using the most respectable of scholarly methods, for instance,
English scientists proved definitively that the English were descended from the angels while the
Irish were descended from the apes.

It was beautifully done, complete with comparative skull measurements, and it was a rationale
for the English domination of the Irish for more than 100 years. I try to remember that when I'm
reading Arthur Jensen's current and very impressive work on the limitations of black
intelligence, or when I'm reading Lionel Tiger on the inability of women to act in groups.

It wasn't easy for the English to give up their mythic superiority. Indeed, there are quite a few
Irish who doubt that they have done it yet. Clearing our minds and government policies of



outdated myths is proving to be at least as difficult, but it is also inevitable. Whether It's woman's
secondary role in society or the paternalistic role of the United States in the world, the old
assumptions just don't work any more.

Part of living this revolution is having the scales fall from our eyes. Every day we see small
obvious truths that we had missed before. Our histories, for instance have generally been written
for and about white men. Inhabited countries were "discovered" when the first white male set
foot there, and most of us learned more about any one European country than we did about
Africa and Asia combined.

I confess that, before some consciousness-changing of my own, I would have thought that the
women's history courses springing up around the country belonged in the same cultural ghetto as
home economics. The truth is that we need Women's studies almost as much as we need Black
Studies, and for exactly the same reason: too many of us have completed a "good" education
believing that everything from political power to scientific discovery was the province of white

males.

We believed. for instance, that the vote had been "given" to women in some whimsical,
benevolent fashion. We never learned about the long desperation of the women's struggle, or
about the strength and wisdom of the women who led it. We knew a great deal more about the
outdated, male supremacist theories of Sigmund Freud than we did about societies where women
had equal responsibility, or even ruled.

"Anonymous," Virginia Woolf once said sadly, "was a woman."

A Black Parallel

I DON'T MEAN to equate our problems of identity with those that flowed from slavery. But, as
Gunnar Myrdal pointed out in his classic study "An American Dilemma," "In drawing a parallel
between the position of, and feeling toward, women and Negroes, we are uncovering a
fundamental basis of our culture.”

Blacks and women suffer from the same myths of childlike natures; smaller brains; inability to
govern themselves, much less white men; limited job skills; identity as sex objects,and so on.

Ever since slaves arrived on these shores and were given the legal status of wives € that is,

chattel € our legal reforms have followed on each other's heels € with women, I might add, still
lagging considerably behind.

President Nixon's Commission on women concluded that the Supreme Court sanctions
discrimination against women € discrimination that it long ago ruled unconstitutional in the

case of blacks € but the commission report mains mysteriously unreleased by the White House.
An equal rights amendment now up again before the Senate has been delayed by a male-
chauvinist Congress for 47 years. Neither blacks nor women have role-models In history: models
of individuals who have been honored in authority outside the home.



As Margaret Mead has noted, the only women allowed to be dominant and respectable at the
same time are widows. You have to do what society wants you to do, have a husband who dies,
and then have power thrust upon you through no fault of your own. The whole thing seems very
hard on the men.

Before we go on to other reasons why Women's Liberation Is Men's Liberation, too €and why
this incarnation of the women's movement is inseparable from the larger revolution € perhaps

we should clear the air of a few more myths € the myth that women are biologically inferior, for
instance. In fact, an equally good case could be made for the reverse. '

Women live longer then men. That's when the groups being studied are always being cited as
proof that we work them to death, but the truth is that women live longer than men even when
the groups being studied are monks and nuns. We survived Nazi concentration camps better, are
protected against heart attacks by our female hormones, are less subject to many diseases,
withstand surgery better and are so much more durable at every stage of life that nature
conceives 20 to 50 per cent more males just to keep the balance going.

The Auto Safety Committee of the American Medical Association has come to the conclusion
that women are better drivers because they're less emotional than men. I never thought I would
hear myself quoting the AMA, but that one was too good to resist.

I don't want to prove the superiority of one sex to another: that would only be repeating a male
mistake. The truth is that we're just not sure how many of our differences are biological and how
many are societal. What we do know is that the differences between the two sexes, like the
differences between races, are much less great than the differences to be found within each

group.
Chains of Mink

A SECOND MYTH is that women are already being treated equally in this society. We
ourselves have been guilty of perpetuating this myth, especially at upper economic levels where
women have grown fond of being lavishly maintained as ornaments and children. The chains
may be made of mink and wall-to-wall carpeting, but they are still chains.

The truth is that 2 woman with a college degree working full time makes less than a black man
with a high school degree working full time. And black women make least of all. In many parts
of the country € New York City, for instance ®a woman has no legally guaranteed right to rent

an apartment, buy a house, get accommodations in a hotel or be served in a public restaurant. She
can be refused simply because of her sex.

In some states, women get longer Jail sentences for the same crime. Women on welfare must
routinely answer humiliating personal questions; male welfare recipients do not. A woman is the
last to be hired, the first to be fired. Equal pay for equal work is the exception. Equal chance for



advancement, especially at upper levels or at any level with authority over men, is rare enough to
be displayed in a museum.

As for our much-touted economic power, we make up only 5 per cent of the Americans receiving
$10,000 a year or more, and that includes all the famous rich widows. We are 51 per cent of all

stockholders, a dubious honor these days, but we hold only 18 per cent of the stock € and that is
generally controlled by men.

In fact, the myth of economic matriarchy in this country is less testimony to our power than to
resentment of the little power we do have.

You may wonder why we have submitted to such humiliations all these years; why, indeed,
women will sometimes deny that they are second-class citizens at all. The answer lies in the
psychology of second-classness. Like all such groups, we come to accept what society says about
us. We believe that we can make it in the world only by "Uncle Tom-ing," by a real or pretended
subservience to white males.

Even when we come to understand that we, as individuals, are not secondclass, we still accept

society's assessment of our group € a phenomenon psychologists refer to as internalized
aggression. From this stems the desire to be the only woman in an office, an academic
department or any other part of the man's world. From this also stems women who put down

their sisters®and my own profession of journalism has some of them.

Inhumanity to Man

I DON'T WANT to give the impression, though, that we want to join society exactly as it is. I
don't think most women want to pick up briefcases and march off to meaningless, depersonalized

Jjobs. Nor do we want to be drafted €and women certainly should be drafied; even the readers of
Seventeen magazine were recently polled as being overwhelmingly in favor of women in

national service® to serve in a war like the one in Indochina.

We want to liberate men from those inhuman roles as well. We want to share the work and
responsibility, and to have men share equal responsibility for the children. Probably the ultimate
myth is that children must have fulltime mothers, and that liberated women make bad ones. The
truth is that most American children seem to be suffering from too much mother and too little
father.

Women now spend more time with their homes and families than in any other past or present
society we know about. To get beck to the sanity of the agrarian or joint family system, we need
free universal day care. With that aid, as in Scandinavian countries, and with laws that permit
women equal work and equai pay, man will be relieved of his role as sole breadwinner and
stranger to his own children.



No more alimony. Fewer boring wives. Fewer childlike wives. No more so-called "Jewish
mothers," who are simply normally ambitious human beings with all their ambitiousness
confined to the house. No more wives who fall apart with the first wrinkle because they've been
taught that their total identity depends on their outsides No more responsibility for another adult
human being who has never been told she is responsible for her own life, and who sooner or later
says some version of, "If I hadn't married you, I could have been a star." Women's Liberation
really is Men's Liberation, too.

The family system that will emerge is a great subject of anxiety. Probably there will be a variety
of choices. Colleague marriages, such as young people have now, with both partners going to
law-school or the Peace Corps together, is one alternative. At least they share more than the
kitchen and the bedroom. Communes; marriages that are valid for the child-rearing years

only ©there are many possibilities.

The point is that Women's Liberation is not destroying the American family. It is trying to build
a human compassionate alternative out of its ruins.

Simply Incorruptible

ONE FINAL myth that women are more moral than men. We are not more moral; we are only
uncorrupted by power. But until the old generation of male chauvinists is out of office women in
positions of power can increase our chances of peace a great deal.

I personally would rather have had Margaret Mead as President during the past six years of
Vietnam than either Lyndon Johnson or Richard Nixon. At least she wouldn't have had her
masculinity to prove. Much of the trouble this country is in has to do with the masculine
mystique: The idea that manhood somehow depends on the subjugation of other people. It's a
bipartisan problem.

The chalienge to all of us is to live a revolution, not to die for one. There has been too much
killing, and the weapons are now far too terrible. This revolution has to change consciousness, to
upset the injustice of our current hierarchy by refusing to honor it. And it must be a life that
enforces a new social justice -

Because the truth is that none of us can be liberated if other groups are not. Women's Liberation
is a bridge between black and white women, but also between the construction workers and the
suburbanites, between Mr. Nixon's Silent Majority and the young people it fears. Indeed, there's
much more injustice and rage among working-class women than among the much publicized
white radicals.

Women are sisters; they have many of the same problems, and they can communicate with each
other. "You only get radicalized," as black activists always told us, "on your own thing." Then
we make the connection to other injustices in society. The women's movement is an important
revolutionary bridge, and we are building It.



Gloria Steinem is a free-lance writer and a contributing editor of New York Magazine. The
accompanying article is excerpted from a commencement address at Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Miss Steinem says that it "was prepared with great misgivings about its
reception, and about the purpose of speaking at Vassar.”

Source; http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/scriptorium/wim/aims/




Dr Spock on Permissive Child Rearing

Dr Benjamin Spock (1903-98) was a medical doctor whose book, Baby and Child Care, was first published in 1946.
By the time he died, it had sold 50 milfion copies and influenced a generation of parents, encouraging them fo be less
strict and concemned about ‘spoiling’ their children. He is seen in the picture above with Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

Spock describes changes in child-rearing practices, from an authoritarian fo a more permissive approach:
e bt o - o

We've been through a big transition. It's hard
to get any perspective on this topic without taking a historical view. Styles in strictness vary from one period to
another. The Victorian Age was quite strict, for instance, about manners and modesty. In the twentieth century,
especially after World War |, a reaction set in. Several factors pushed it along. Pioneers in educational research, like
John Dewey and William Kilpatrick, showed that a child learns better and faster with a method of teaching that makes
allowance for his particular readiness to progress and that recognizes his eagerness to learn if the subject matter is
suitable. Freud and his followers showed that harsh toilet training or frightening a child about sex can distort his
personality and lead to neurosis. Studies of delinquents and criminals revealed that most of them had suffered more
from lack of love in childhoed than from lack of punishment. These discoveries, among others, encouraged a general
relaxation in child discipline and a greater effort to give children what they seemed to need as individuals ... [Tlhe
experiments of Dr. Preston McLendon and Mrs. Frances P. Simsarian with the ‘self-demand’ time-table ... helped to
convince doctors that most babies can do very well choosing their own feeding times and will remain healthy. Since.
then, there has been a rapid and widespread shift in medical practice. Today a majority of babies are being put on
more or less flexible time-tables at first.

Doctors who used to conscientiously warn young parents against spoiling are now encouraging them to meet their
baby's needs, not only for food, but for comforting and loving. These discoveries and these changes of attitudes and
methods have henefited most children and parents. There are fewer tense ones, more happy ones.

But it's not possible for a civilization like ours to go through such a change of philosophy—it really amounts to a
revolution —without raising doubts in many parents’ minds and without getting some parents thoroughly mixed up. It's
basic human nature to tend to bring up your children about as you were brought up. It's easy enough to pick up new
ideas about vitamins and inoculations. But if your upbringing was fairly strict in regard to obedience, manners, sex,
truthfulness, it's natural, it's almost inevitable, that you will feel strongly underneath about such matters when raising
your own children ...
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Parents who become confused with new theories are often of two kind. There are, first of all, those who have been
brought up with too little confidence in their own judgment. If you don’t dare trust yourself, you have to follow what
someone else says, willy-nilly. A second group are those parents who feel that they were brought up too severely.
They remember the resentment they felt towards their parents at times, and they don't want their children to feel that
way about them. But this is a very difficult approach. If you want to raise your children the way you were raised, you
have a definite pattern to follow. You know just how obedient, how helpful, how polite, you want them to be. You don't
have to stop and think. But if you want to treat them quite differently to the way you were treated—more indulgently,
for instance, or more as equals—you don’t have any pattern of how far to carry it. If things begin to get out of hand—
if, for example, your child begins to take advantage of your permissiveness—it's harder to find your way back on to
the right track. The child makes you angry but the angrier you get the guiltier you feel for fear you'll step into the very
pattern you were determined to avoid ...

| think that good parents who naturally lean towards strictness should stick to their guns and raise their children that
way. Moderate strictness—in the sense of requiring good manners, prompt obedience, orderliness—is not harmful to
children so long as the parents are basically kind and so long as the children are growing up happy and friendly. But
strictness is harmful when the parents are overbearing, harsh, chronically disapproving, and make no allowances for
a child's age and individuality. This kind of severity produces children who are either meek and colourless or unkind

to others.

Parents who incline to an easy-going kind of management, who are satisfied with casual manners as long as the
child’s attitude is friendly, or who happen not to be particularly strict—for instance, about promptness or neatness—
can also raise children who are considerate and co-operative, as long as the parents are not afraid to be firm about
those matters that do seem important to them.

When parents get unhappy results from too much permissiveness, it is not so much because they demand too little,
though this is part of it. [t is more because they are timid or guilty about what they ask or because they are
unconsciously encouraging the child to rule the roost.

Spock, Benjamin. 1958. Child and Baby Care. London: The Bodley Head. pp. 57-60. || Amazon || WorldCat
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like to see victory come soon we are'willing to wait. Non-violence call for
hard-nosed organizing, for a minimum of dratnatics and a great deg]
of understanding of what the situation is—being able to assess the Opposi-
tion, being able to win by winning small victorjes constantly, and by pgy
letting yourself be locked into a position where you can’t move becayge
you're cornered,

OBservERr: Do you see your struggle as having historical significance?
CrAvez: All successful struggles tend to set precedents, but I think moge

important than that, perhaps for the first time in the history of the richegt
nation in the world, it would give those people who work at producing food
some food for themselves. . . , And also it would point out very concretely
that this came about because of the determination of the people in the
struggle, and more important because of the way the people conducted
themselves through the struggle.

The American Indian Movement

In the aftermath of the civil rights movement’s eall for black power, red
power becane the rallying cry of American Indians, A new organization,
the American Indian Movement (AIM, ), was founded in 1968. From
November 1969 to June 1971, approximately a hundred Indians from
several different tribes joined AIM in reclaiming and occupying Alcatraz
Island. Wanting to call attention to the plight of Native Americans, they
occupied the island in the name of Indians of All Tribes, demanded the
deed for the island, and insisted that they be allowed to set up an Indian
university, a tnuseum, and a cultural center After fruitless negotiations
between the Indians and the federal government, President Nixon
ordered the island retaken, On June 11, 1971, a force of FBI agents and
Jederal marshals forcibly removed them,

In 1972, AIM sponsored a march on Washington billed as the Trail of
Broken Treaties. AIM members occupied the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) headquarters and issued a 20-point proposal for President Richard
Nixon to consider. The following year, elders from the Lakota Sioux
nation requested AIM’s assistance in dealing with BIA and tribal council
corruption in South Dakota. This led to AIM’s occupation of Wounded
Kiiee (site of the last armed Indian resistance in 1890) dnd an infamous
71-day standoff between armed Indians and federal marshals. The
Indians demanded that the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty guaranteeing the
Black Hills to the Lakota be honored, They also wanted an end to the
strip mining at the Pine Ridge Reservation. At the end of the siege,
however, the federal government made no concessions, and the Tndians
were removed.

,_,aahj, /%&IPL E. Disst in Armace .

Peston: Mew %‘7”(: Ao06 ,




THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 661

A Procramation: To tae Grear WaITE FATRER

Aanp AL His Prorrz, 1969

We, the Native Americans, reclaim the Jand known as Alcatraz Island in the
narne of all American Indians by right of discovery.

‘We wish to be fair and honorable in our dealings with the Caucasian inhab-
itants of this land, and hereby offer the following treaty:

We will purchase said Alcatraz Tsland for $24 in glass beads and red doth, a
precedent set by the white man’s purchase of a similar island about 300 years ago.
‘We know that $24 in trade goods for these 16 acres is more than was paid when
Manhattan Island was sold, but we kniow that land values have risen over the years.

Our offer of $1.24 per acre is greater than the 47 cents per acre that the white
men are now paying the California Indians for their land. We will give to the
inhabitants of this land a portion of that land for their own, to be held in trust by
the American Indian Affairs and by the bureau of Caucasian affairs to hold in
perpetuity—Tfor as long as the sun shall rise and the rivers go down to the sea.

‘We will further guide the inhabitants in the proper way of living. We will
offer them our religion, our education, our lifeways, in order to help them
achieve our level of civilization and thus raise them and all their white brothers
up from their savage and unhappy state.

We offer this treaty in good faith and wish to be fair and honorable in our
dealings with all white men.

We feel that this so-called Alcatraz Island is more than suitable for an
Indian Reservation, as determined by the white man’s own standards, By this we
mean that this place resembles most Indian reservations in that:

ju—ry

. It is isolated from modern facilities, and without adequate means of
transportation,

. It has no fresh running water.

. It has inadequate sanitation facilities.

There are no oil or mineral rights.

There is no industry and so unemployment is very great.

. There are no health care facilities.

» The soil is rocky and non-productive; and the land does not support game.

. There are no educational facilities.

. The population has always exceeded the land base.

. The population has always been held as prisoners and kept dependent
upon, others.

OWENAU R WN
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Further, it would be fitting and symbolic that ships from all over the world,
entering the Golden Gate, would first see Indian land, and thus be reminded of

Source: Retrieved on 5/10/2004 from http://cwis.org/fwdp/Americas/alcatraz txt,




—

662 MOBILIZATION

the true history of this nation. This tiny island would be a symbol of the great
lands once ruled by free and noble Indians,

What use will we make of this land?

Since the San Francisco Indian Center burned down, there is no place for
Indians to assemble and carry on tribal life here in the white man’s city. There-
fore, we plan to develop on this island several Indian institutions:

1. A Center for Native American Studies will be developed which will edy-
cate them to the skills and knowledge relevant to improve the lives and spirits of
all Indian peoples, Attached to this center will be travelling universities, man-
aged by Indians, which will go to the Indian Reservations, learning those neces™
sary and relevant materials now about,

2. An American Indian Spiritual Center, which will practice our ancient
tribal religious and sacred healing cerernonies, Our cultural arts will be featured
and our young people trained in music, dance, and healing rituals.

3. An Indian Center of Ecology, which will train and support our young
people in scientific research and practice to restore our lands and waters to their
pure and natural state. We will work to de-pollute the air and waters of the Bay
Area, We will seek to restore fish and animal life to the area and to revitalize sea-
life which has been threatened by the white man’s way, We will set up facilities to
desalt sea water for human benefit.

4. A Great Indian Training School will be developed to teach our people
how to make a living in the world, improve our standard of living, and to end
hunger and unemployment among all our people. This training school will
include a center for Indian arts and crafts, and an Indian restaurant serving
native foods, which will restore Indian culinary arts. This center will display
Indian arts and offer Indian foods to the public, so that all may know of the
beauty and spirit of the traditional Indian ways.

Some of the present buildings will be taken over to develop an American
Indian Museum which will depict our native food and other cultural contribu-
tions we have given to the world. Another part of the museurn will present some
of the things the white man has given to the Indians in return for the land and ife -
he took: disease, alcohol, poverty, and cultural decimation (as symbolized by old
tin cans, barbed wire, rubber tires, plastic containers, etc.). Part of the museurn
will remain a dungeon to symbolize both those Indian captives who were incar-
cerated for challenging white authority and those who were imprisoned on reser-
vations. The museum will show the noble and tragic events of Indian history;
including the broken treaties, the documentary of the Trail of Tears, the Massacre
of Wounded Knes, as well as the victory over Yellow-Hair Custer and his arniy.

In the name of all Indians, therefore, we reclaim this island for our Indian |
nations, for all these reasons, We feel this claim is just and proper, and that this
land should rightfully be granted to us for as long as the rivers run and the sun
shall shine,

We hold the rock!
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Axerroan Innian Movemznt 20 Pomnt Prorosatr,
Ocroser 1972, Minnearorss, MinnesoTa

“TRAIL OF BROKEN TREATIES”; FOR RENEWAL OF CONTRACTS,
RECONSTRUCTION OF INDIAN COMMUNITIES &
SECURING AN INDIAN FUTURE IN AMERICA!

RESTORATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL TREATY-MAKING AUTHORITY:
The U.S. President should propose by executive message, and the Congress
should consider and enact legislation, to repeal the provision in the 1871
Indian Appropriations Act which withdrew federal recognition from
Indian Tribes and Nations as political entities, which could be contracted
by treaties with the United States, in order that the President may resume
the exercise of his full constitutional authority for acting in the matters of
Indian Affairs—and in order that Indian Nations may represent their own
jnterests in the manner and method envisioned and provided in the Federal
Constitution.

' ESTABLISHMENT OF TREATY COMMISSION TO MAKE NEW TREATIES:

The President should impanel and the Congress establish, within the next
year, a Treaty Commission to contract a security and assistance treaty of
treaties, with Indian people to negotiate a national commitment to the
future of Indian people for the last quarter of the Twentieth Century.
Authority should be granted to allow tribes to contract by separate and
individual treaty, multitribal or regional groupings or national collective,
respecting general or limited subject matter . . . and provide that no provi-
sions of existing treaty agreements may be withdrawn or in any manner
affected without the explicit consent and agreement of any particulatly
related Indian Nation.

AN ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE & JOINT SESSIONS OF
CONGRESS: The President and the leadership of Congress should make a
coromitment now and next January to request and arrange for four Native
Americans—selected by Indian people at a future date—and the President
of the United States and any designated U.S. Senators and Representatives
to address a joint session of Congress and the American people through
national communications media regarding the Indian future within the
American Nation, and relationships between the Federal Government and
Indian Nations—on or before June 2, 1974, the first half century anniver-
sary of the 1924 “Indjan Citizenship Act”

COMMISSION TO REVIEW TRRATY COMMITMENTS & VIOLATIONS: The
President should immediately create a multi-lateral, Indian and non-Indian
Commission to review domestic treaty commitments and complaints of
chronic violations and to recommend or act for corrective actions including

SouRrce: Retrieved on 10/3/2002 from www.aimovement.org/archivesfindexhtml
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George Marshall Speech- Marshall plan
http:/fmarshallfoundation.org/marshall/the-marshall-plan/marshall-plan-speech/

| need not tell you gentlemen that the world situation is very serious. That must be apparent to all
intelligent people. | think one difficuity is that the problem is one of such enormous complexity that
the very mass of facts presented to the public by press and radio make it exceedingly difficult for the
man in the street to reach a clear appraisement of the situation. Furthermore, the people of this
country are distant from the troubled areas of the earth and it is hard for them to comprehend the
plight and consequent reactions of the long-suffering peoples, and the effect of those reactions on
their governments in connection with our efforts to promote peace in the world.

In considering the requirements for the rehabilitation of Europe the physical loss of life, the visible
destruction of cities, factories, mines and railroads was correctly estimated, but it has become
obvious during recent months that this visible destruction was probably less serious than the
dislocation of the entire fabric of European economy. For the past ten years conditions have been
highly abnormal. The feverish preparation for war and the more feverish maintenance of the war
effort engulfed all aspects of national economies. Machinery has fallen into disrepair or is entirely
obsolete. Under the arbitrary and destructive Nazi rule, virtually every possible enterprise was
geared into the German war machine. Long-standing commercial ties, private institutions, banks,
insurance companies and shipping companies disappeared, through loss of capital, absorption
through nationalization or by simple destruction. In many countries, confidence in the local currency
has been severely shaken. The breakdown of the business structure of Europe during the war was
complete. Recovery has been seriously retarded by the fact that two years after the close of
hostilities a peace settlement with Germany and Austria has not been agreed upon. But even given
a more prompt solution of these difficult problems, the rehabilitation of the economic structure of
Europe quite evidently will require a much longer time and greater effort than had been foreseen.

There is a phase of this matter which is both interesting and serious. The farmer has always
produced the foodstuffs to exchange with the city dweller for the other necessities of life. This
division of labor is the basis of modern civilization. At the present time it is threatened with
breakdown. The town and city industries are not producing adequate goods to exchange with the
food-producing farmer. Raw materials and fuel are in short supply. Machinery is lacking or word out.
The farmer of the peasant cannot find the goods for sale which he desires to purchase. So the sale
of his farm produce for money which he cannot use seems to him an unprofitable transaction. He,
therefore, has withdrawn many fields from crop cultivation and is using them for grazing. He feeds
more grain to stock and finds for himself and his family an ample supply of food, however short he
may be on clothing and the other ordinary gadgets of civilization. Meanwhile people in the cities are
short of food and fuel. So the governments are forced to use their foreign money and credits to
procure these necessities abroad. This process exhausts funds which are urgently needed for
reconstruction. This a very serious situation is rapidly developing which bodes no good for the world.
The modern system of the division of labor upon which the exchange of products is based is in
danger of breaking down.

The truth of the matter is that Europe’s requirements for the next three or four years of foreign food
and other essential products—principally from America—are so much greater than her present ability
to pay that she must have substantial additional help, or face economic, social and political
deterioration of a very grave character.

The remedy lies in breaking the vicious circle and restoring the confidence of the European people in
the economic future of their own countries and of Europe as a whole. The manufacturer and the
farmer throughout wide areas must be able and willing to exchange their products for currencies the
continuing value of which is not open to question.
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Aside from the demoralizing effect on the world at large and the possibilities of disturbances arising
as a result of the desperation of the people concerned, the consequences to the economy of the
United States should be apparent to all. It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is
able to do to assist in the return of normal economic healith in the world, without which there can be
no political stability and no assured peace. Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine
but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working
economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free
institutions can exist. Such assistance, | am convinced, must not be on a piece-meal basis as
various crises develop. Any assistance that this Government may render in the future should provide
a cure rather than a mere palliative. Any government that is willing to assist in the task of recovery
will find full cooperation, | am sure, on the part of the United States Government. Any government
which maneuvers to block the recovery of other countries cannot expect help from us. Furthermore,
governments, political parties or groups which seek to perpetuate human misery in order to profit
therefrom politically or otherwise will encounter the opposition of the United States.

It is already evident that, before the United States Government can proceed much further in its
efforts to alleviate the situation and help start the European world on its way to recovery, there must
be some agreement among the countries of Europe as to the requirements of the situation and the
part those countries themselves will take in order to give proper effect to whatever action might be
undertaken by this Government. It would be neither fitting nor efficacious for this Government to
undertake to draw up unilaterally a program designed to place Europe on its feet economically. This
is the business of the Europeans. The initiative, | think, must come from Europe. The role of this
country should consist of friendly aid in the drafting of a European program and of later support of
such a program so far as it may be practical for us to do so. The program should be a joint one,
agreed to by a number, if not all European nations.

An essential part of any successful action on the part of the United States is an understanding on the
part of the people of America of the character of the problem and the remedies to be applied.
Political passion and prejudice should have no part. With foresight, and a willingness on the part of
our people to face up to the vast responsibility which history has clearly placed upon our country, the
difficulties | have outlined can and will be overcome.
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John F. Kennedy- Speech

This NASA-provided transcript shows the text of Kennedy's speech and what it called
for, in 1861, to put Americans in space and on the moon before the decade ended.
About 2 1/2 years after giving the speech, later, Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas
on Nov. 22, 1963. Just over eight years after the speech, on July 20, 1969, NASA's
Apollo 11 mission would land the first humans on the moon.

Here's a look at Kennedy's speech to Congress:

President John F. Kennedy

Delivered in person before a joint session of Congress May 25, 1961

Section IX: Space:

Finally, if we are to win the battle that is now going on around the world between
freedom and tyranny, the dramatic achievements in space which occurred in recent weeks
should have made clear to us all, as did the Sputnik in 1957, the impact of this
adventure on the minds of men everywhere, who are attempting to make a
determination of which road they should take. Since early in my term, our efforts in
space have been under review. With the advice of the Vice President, who is Chairman
of the National Space Council, we have examined where we are strong and where we
are not, where we may succeed and where we may not. Now it is time to take longer
strides--time for a great new American enterprise--time for this nation to take a clearly
leading role in space achievement, which in many ways may hold the key to our future
on earth.

| believe we possess all the resources and talents necessary. But the facts of the matter
are that we have never made the national decisions or marshaled the national
resources required for such leadership. We have never specified long-range goals on
an urgent time schedule, or managed our resources and our time so as to insure their
fulfillment.

Recognizing the head start obtained by the Soviets with their large rocket engines, which
gives them many months of lead-time, and recognizing the likelihood that they will
exploit this lead for some time to come in still more impressive successes, we
nevertheless are required to make new efforts on our own. For while we cannot
guarantee that we shall one day be first, we can guarantee that any failure to make this _
effort will make us last. We take an additional risk by making it in full view of the world,
but as shown by the feat of astronaut Shepard, this very risk enhances our stature when
we are successful. But this is not merely a race. Space is open to us now: and our
eagerness to share its meaning is not governed by the efforts of others. We go into
space because whatever mankind must undertake, free men must fully share.

| therefore ask the Congress, above and beyond the increases | have earlier requested
for space activities, to provide the funds which are needed to meet the following national

goals:



First, | believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this
decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the Earth. No
single space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more
important for the long-range exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or
expensive to accomplish. We propose to accelerate the development of the appropriate
lunar space craft. We propose to develop alternate liquid and solid fuel boosters, much
larger than any now being developed, until certain which is superior. We propose
additional funds for other engine development and for unmanned explorations--
explorations which are particularly important for one purpose which this nation will never
overlook: the survival of the man who first makes this daring flight. But in a very real
sense, it will not be one man going to the moon--if we make this judgment affirmatively, it
will be an entire nation. For all of us must work to put him there.

Secondly, an additional 23 million dollars, together with 7 million dollars already
available, will accelerate development of the Rover nuclear rocket. This gives promise
of some day providing a means for even more exciting and ambitious exploration of
space, perhaps beyond the moon, perhaps to the very end of the solar system itself.

Third, an additional 50 million dollars will make the most of our present leadership, by
accelerating the use of space satellites for world-wide communications.

Fourth, an additional 75 million dollars--of which 53 million dollars is for the Weather
Bureau--will help give us at the earliest possible time a satellite system for world-wide
weather observation.

Let it be clear--and this is a judgment which the Members of the Congress must finally
make--let it be clear that | am asking the Congress and the country to accept a firm
commitment to a new course of action, a course which will last for many years and carry
very heavy costs: 531 million dollars in fiscal '62--an estimated 7 to 9 billion dollars
additional over the next five years. If we are to go only half way, or reduce our sights in
the face of difficulty, in my judgment it would be better not to go at all.

Now this is a choice which this country must make, and | am confident that under the
leadership of the Space Committees of the Congress, and the Appropriating
Committees, that you will consider the matter carefully.

It is a most important decision that we make as a nation. But all of you have lived
through the last four years and have seen the significance of space and the adventures
in space, and no one can predict with certainty what the ultimate meaning will be

of mastery of space.

| believe we should go to the moon. But | think every citizen of this country as well as the
Members of the Congress should consider the matter carefully in making their
judgment, to which we have given attention over many weeks and months, because it is
a heavy burden, and there is no sense in agreeing or desiring that the United States
take an affirmative position in outer space, unless we are prepared to do the work and
bear the burdens to make it successful. If we are not, we should decide today and this

year.



This decision demands a major national commitment of scientific and technical
manpower, materiel and facilities, and the possibility of their diversion from other
important activities where they are already thinly spread. It means a degree of
dedication, organization and discipline which have not always characterized our
research and development efforts. It means we cannot afford undue work stoppages,
inflated costs of material or talent, wasteful interagency rivalries, or a high turnover of
key personnel.

New objectives and new money cannot solve these problems. They could in fact,
aggravate them further--unless every scientist, every engineer, every serviceman, every
technician, contractor, and civil servant gives his personal pledge that this nation will
move forward, with the full speed of freedom, in the exciting adventure of space.



Transcript of Tonkin Gulf Resolution (1964)

Eighty-eighth Congress of the United States of America
AT THE SECOND SESSICN

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the seventh day of January, one thousand nine hundred and
shxdy-four

Joint Resolution
To promote the maintenance of international peace and security in southeast Asia.

Whereas naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam, in violation of the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and of internationa) law, have deliberately and repeatedly attacked United Stated naval vessels lawfully
present in international waters, and have thereby created a serious threat to international peace; and

Whereas these aitackers are part of deliberate and systematic campaign of aggression that the Communist regime in
North Vietnam has been waging against its neighbors and the nations joined with them in the collective defense of

their freedom; and

Whereas the United States is assisting the peoples of southeast Asia to protest their freedom and has no territorial,
military or political ambitions in that area, but desires only that these people should be left in peace to work out their
destinies in their own way: Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the Congress approves and supports the determination of the President, as Commander in Chief, to take all
necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further
aggression.

Section 2. The United States regards as vital to its national interest and to world peace the maintenance of
international peace and security In Southeast Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United States and the
Charter of the United Nations and in accordance with its obligations under the Southeast Asia Collective Defense
Treaty, the United States is, therefore, prepared, as the President determines, fo take all necessary steps, including
the use of armed force, to assist any member or protocol state of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty
requesting assistance in defense of its freedom.

Section.3. This resolution shali expire when the President shall determine that the peace and security of the area is
reasconably assured by international conditions created by action of the United Nations or otherwise, except that it
may be terminated earlier by concurrent resclution of the Congress.

[endorsements]

Transcription courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School.

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly. php?flash=true&page=transcript&doc=98 &title=Transcripi+of+Tonki
n+Gulf+Resolution+%281964%29




“Enemies from Within": Senator Joseph R. McCarthy’s Accusations of
Disloyalty

Wisconsin Republican Joseph R. McCarthy first won election to the Senate in 1946 during a campaign
marked by much anticommunist Red-baiting. Partially in response to Republican Party victories, President
Harry S. Truman tried to demonstrate his own concern about the threat of Communism by setting up a
loyalty program for federal employees. He also asked the Justice Department to compile an official list of 78
subversive organizations. As the midterm election year got underway, former State Department official Alger
Hiss, suspected of espionage, was convicted of perjury. McCarthy, in a speech at Wheeling, West Virginia,
mounted an attack on Truman's foreign policy agenda by charging that the State Department and its
Secretary, Dean Acheson, harbored “traitorous” Communists. There is some dispute about the number of
Communists McCarthy claimed to have known about. Though advance copies of this speech distributed to
the press record the number as 205, McCarthy quickly revised this claim. Both in a letter he wrote to
President Truman the next day and in an “official” transcript of the speech that McCarthy submitted to

the Congressional Record ten days later he uses the number 57, Although McCarthy displayed this list of
names both in Wheeling and then [ater on the Senate floor, he never made the list public.

Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950

Ladies and gentlemen, tonight as we celebrate the one hundred forty-first birthday of one of the greatest
men in American history, I would like to be able to talk about what a glorious day today is in the history of
the world. As we celebrate the birth of this man who with his whole heart and soul hated war, I would like to
be able to speak of peace in our time—of war being cutlawed—and of world-wide disarmament. These would
be truly appropriate things to be able to mention as we celebrate the birthday of Abraham Linceln,

Five years after a world war has been won, men’s hearts should anticipate a long peace—and men’s minds
should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is not such a period—for this is not a
period of peace. This is a time of “the cold war.” This is a time when all the world is split into two vast,
increasingly hostile armed camps—a time of a great armament race.

Today we can almoest physically hear the mutterings and rumblings of an invigorated god of war. You can
see it, feel it, and hear it all the way from the Indochina hilis, from the shores of Formosa, right over into

the very heart of Europe itself,

The one encouraging thing is that the "mad moment” has not yet arrived for the firing of the gun or the
exploding of the bomb which will set civilization about the final task of destroying itself. There is still a hope
for peace If we finally decide that no longer can we safely blind our eyes and close our ears to those facts
which are shaping up more and more clearly . . . and that is that we are now engaged in a show-down fight
. . . not the usual war between nations for land areas or other material gains, but a war between two
diametrically opposed ideclogies.

The great difference between our western Christian world and the atheistic Communist world is not political,
gentlemen, it is moral. For instance, the Marxian idea of confiscating the land and factories and running the
entire economy as a single enterprise is momentous. Likewise, Lenin’s invention of the one-party police
state as a way to make Marx’s idea work is hardly less momentous.

Stalin’s resolute putting across of these two ideas, of course, did much to divide the world. With only these
differences, however, the east and the west could most certainly still live in peace.

The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, preached
feverishly by Lenin, and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red
half of the world triumphs—and well it may, gentlemen—this religion of immoeralism will more deeply wound
and damage mankind than any conceivable economic or political system.



Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakabie language
their resolve that no nation, ne people who believe in a god, can exist side by side with their communistic
state.

Karl Marx, for example, expelled people from his Communist Party for mentioning such things as love,
justice, humanity or morality. He called this “soulful ravings” and “sloppy sentimentality.” . . .

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic athelsim and Christianity. The modern
champions of communism have selected this as the time, and ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—
they are truly down.

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of communism
today—Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said—not back in 1928, not before the war, not during the war—but 2
years after the fast war was ended: “To think that the Communist revoluticn can be carried out peacefully,
within the framework of a Christian democracy, means one has either gone out of one’s mind and lost all
normal understanding, or has grossly and openly repudiated the Communist revolution.” . . .

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can
there by anyone who fails to realize that the Communist world has said the time is now? . . . that this is the
time for the show-down between the democratic Christian world and the communistic atheistic world?

Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long.

Six years ago, . . , there was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the antitotalitarian
side there were in the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later, there
are 800,000,000 people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent.
On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500,000,000. In other words, in less than six years, the odds
have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us.

This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As
one of our outstanding historical figures once said, "When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be
from enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.” . . .

The reasen why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential
enemy has sent men to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who
have been treated so weli by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups
who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest
Nation on earth has had to offer . . . the finest homes, the finest college education and the finest jobs in
government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons
in their mouths are the ones who have been most traitorous. . . .

I have here in my hand a list of 205 . . . a list of names that were made known to the Secretary of State as
being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and shaping policy in the
State Department. . . .

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State proclaimed his loyalty te a man guilty of what has always
been considered as the most abominable of all crimes—being a traitor to the people who gave him a position
of great trust—high treason. . . .

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will and only when the whole sorry mess
of twisted, warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we may have a new birth of honesty
and decency in government.

Joseph McCarthy to President Harry Truman, February 11, 1950



In the Lincoln Day speech at Wheeling Thursday night I stated that the State Department harbors a nest of
Communists and Communist sympathizers who are helping to shape our foreign policy. I further stated that
I have in my possession the names of 57 Communists who are in the State Department at present. A State
Department spokesman promptly denied this, claiming that there is not a single Communist in the
Department. You can convince yvourself of the falsity of the State Department claim very easily. You will
recall that you personally appointed a board to screen State Department employees for the purpose of
weeding out fellow travelers—men whom the board considered dangerous to the security of this Nation.
Your board did a painstaking job, and named hundreds which had been listed as dangerous to the security
of the Nation, because of communistic connections.

While the records are not available to me, I know absolutely of one group of approximately 300 certified to
the Secretary for discharge because of communism. He actually only discharged approximately 80, I
understand that this was done after lengthy consultation with the now-convicted traitor, Alger Hiss. I would
suggest, therefore, Mr. President, that you simply pick up your phone and ask Mr. Acheson how many of
those whom your board had labeled as dangerous Communists he failed to discharge. The day the House
Un-American Activities Committee exposed Alger Hiss as an important link in an international Communist
spy ring you signed an order forbidding the State Department's giving any infermation in regard to the
disloyalty or the communistic connections of anyone in that Department to the Congress.

Despite this State Department black-out, we have been able to compile a list of 57 Communists in the State
Department. This list is available to you but you can get a much longer list by ordering Secretary Acheson to
give you a list of those whom your own board listed as being disloyal and who are still working in the State
Department. I believe the following is the minimum which can be expected of you in this case.

1. That you demand that Acheson give you and the proper congressional committee the names and a
complete report an all of those who were placed in the Department by Alger Hiss, and all of those still
working in the State Department who were listed by your board as bad security risks because of their
communistic connections.

2. That you promptly reveke the order in which you provided under no circumstances could a congressional
committee obtain any information or help in exposing Communists.

Failure on your part will label the Democratic Party of being the bedfellow of international communism.
Certainly this label is not deserved by the hundreds of thousands of loyal American Democrats throughout
the Nation, and by the sizable number of able loyal Democrats in both the Senate and the House.

Source: U.S, Senate, State Department Loyalty Investigation Committee on Foreign Relations, 81st
Congress; Joseph McCarthy to President Harry Truman February 11, 1950, Congressional Record, 81st

Congress
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AUGUST 1963
Letter from Birmingham Jail

by Martin Luther King, Jr.

From the Birmingham jail, where he was imprisoned as a participant in nonviolent demonstrations against segregation, Dr,
Martin Luther King, Jv., wrote in longhand the letter which follows. It was his response to a public statement of concern and
caution issued by eight white religious leaders of the South. Dr. King, who was born in 1929, did his undergraduate work at
Movehouse College; attended the integrated Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania, one of six black pupils
among @ hundred students, and the president of his class; and won a fellowship to Boston University for his Ph.D.

WHILE confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent statement calling our present activities "unwise
and untimely." Seldom, if ever, do I pause to answer criticism of my work and ideas. If I sought to answer all of the criticisms
that cross my desk, my secretaries would be engaged in little else in the course of the day, and I would have no time for
constructive work. But since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I would like
to answer your statement in what I hope will be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should give the reason for my being in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by the argument of "outsiders
coming in." [ have the honor of serving as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an organization operating
in every Southem state, with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have some eighty-five affiliate organizations all across the
South, one being the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights. Whenever necessary and possible, we share staff,
educational and financial resources with our affiliates. Several months ago our local affiliate here in Birmingham invited us to be
on call to engage in a nonviolent direct-action program if such were deemed necessary. We readily consented, and when the hour
came we lived up to our promises. So I am here, along with several members of my staff, because we were invited here. I am
here because I have basic organizational ties here.

Beyond this, 1 am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the eighth-century prophets left their little villages and carried
their "thus saith the Lord" far beyond the boundaries of their hometowns; and just as the Apostle Paul left his little village of
Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to practically every hamlet and city of the Greco-Roman world, I too am compelled
to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my particular hemetown. Like Paul, I must constantly respend to the Macedonian call for
aid.

Moreover, I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states, I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be
concemned about what happens in Birmingham, Tnjustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere, We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly. Never
again can we afford to live with the narrow, provincial "outside agitator” idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can
never be considered an outsider.

You deplore the demonstrations that are presently taking place in Birmingham. But I am sorry that your statement did not express
a similar concern for the conditions that brought the demonstrations into being. I am sure that each of you would want to go
beyond the superficial social analyst who looks merely at effects and does not grapple with underlying causes. I would not
hesitate to say that it is unfortunate that so-called demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham at this time, but [ would say in
more emphatic terms that it is even more unfortunate that the white power structure of this city left the Negro community with no

other altemnative.

IN ANY nonviclent campaign there are four basic steps: collection of the facts to determine whether injustices are alive,
negotiation, self-purification, and direct action. We have gone through all of these steps in Birmingham. There can be no
gainsaying of the fact that racial injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly segregated city
in the United States. Its ugly record of police brutality is known in every section of this country. Its unjust treatment of Negroes
in the courts is a notorious reality, There have been more unsoived bombings of Negro homes and churches in Birmingham than
in any other city in this nation. These are the hard, brutal, and unbelievable facts. On the basis of them, Negro leaders sought to
negotiate with the city fathers. But the political leaders consistently refused to engage in geod-faith negotiation.

Then came the opportunity last September to talk with some of the leaders of the economic community. In these negotiating
sessions certain promises were made by the merchants, such as the promise to remove the humiliating racial signs from the
stores. On the basis of these promises, Reverend Shuttlesworth and the leaders of the Alabama Christian Movement for Human
Rights agreed to call a motatorium on any type of demonstration. As the weeks and months unfolded, we realized that we were
the victims of a broken promise. The signs remained. As in so many experiences of the past, we were confronted with blasted
hoepes, and the dark shadow of a deep disappointment settled upon us. So we had no altemative except that of preparing for direct
action, whereby we would present our very bodies as a means of laying our case before the conscience of the local and national
community, We were not unmindful of the difficulties involved. So we decided to go through a process of self-purification. We



Letter From Birmingham Jail 2

started having warkshops on nonviolence and repeatedly asked ourselves the questions, "Are you able to accept blows without
retaliating?" and "Are you able to endure the ordeals of jail?" We decided to set our direct-action program eround the Easter
season, realizing that, with exception of Christmas, this was the largest shopping period of the year. Knowing that a strong
economic withdrawal program would be the by-product of direct action, we felt that this was the best time to bring pressure on
the merchants for the needed changes. Then it occurred to us that the March election was ahead, and so we speedily decided to
postpone action until after election day. When we discovered that Mr. Conner was in the runoff, we decided again to postpone
action so that the demonstration could not be used to cloud the issues. At this time we agreed to begin our nonviolent witness the

day after the runoff.

This reveals that we did not move irresponsibly into direct action. We, too, wanted to see Mr. Conner defeated, so we went
through postponeinent after postponement to aid in this community need. After this we felt that direct action could be delayed no

longer.

You may well ask, "Why direct action, why sit-ins, marches, and so forth? Isn't negotiation a better path?" You are exactly right
in your call for negotiation. Indeed, this is the purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and
establish such creative tension that a community that has consistently refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks
50 to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored. I just referred to the creation of tension as a part of the work of the
nonviolent resister. This may sound rather shocking. But ! must confess that I am not afraid of the word "tension.” I have
earnestly worked and preached against violent tension, but there is a type of constructive nonviolent tension that is necessary for
growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to create a tension in the mind so that individuals could rise from the bondage
of myths and half-truths to the unfettered realm of creative analysis and objective appraisal, we must see the need of having
nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension in society that will help men to rise from the dark depths of prejudice and racism
to the majestic heights of understanding and brotherhood. So, the purpose of direct action is to create a situation so crisis-packed
that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. We therefore concur with you in your call for negotiation. Too long has our
beloved Southland been bogged down in the tragic attempt to live in monologue rather than dialogue.

One of the basic points in your statement is that our acts are untimely. Some have asked, "Why didn't you give the new
administration time to act?" The only answer that I can give to this inquiry is that the new administration must be prodded about
as much as the outgoing one before it acts. We will be sadly mistaken if we feel that the election of Mr. Boutwell will bring the
millennium to Birmingham. While Mr, Boutwell is much more articulate and gentle than Mr. Conner, they are both
segregationists, dedicated to the task of maintaining the status quo. The hope I see in Mr. Boutwell is that he will be reasonable
enough to see the futility of massive resistance to desegregation. But he will not see this without pressure from the devotees of
civil rights. My friends, I must say to you that we have not made a single gain in civil rights without determined legal and
nonviolent pressure, History is the long and tragic story of the fact that privileged groups seldom give up their privileges
voluntarily. Individuals may see the moral light and voluntarily give up their unjust posture; but, as Reinhold Niebuhr has
reminded us, groups are more immoral than individuals,

We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the
oppressed. Frankly, I have never yet engaged in a direct-action movement that was "well timed" according to the timetable of
those who have not suffered unduly from the disease of segregation. For years now [ have heard the word "wait." It rings in the
car of every Negro with a piercing familiarity. This "wait"” has almost always meant "never." It has been a tranquilizing
thalidomide, relieving the emotional stress for a moment, only to give birth to an ill-formed infant of frustration. We must come
to see with the distinguished jurist of yesterday that "justice too long delayed is justice denied.” We have waited for more than
three hundred and forty years for our God-given and constitutional rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike
speed toward the goal of political independence, and we still creep at horse-and-buggy pace toward the gaining of a cup of coffee
at a lunch counter. I guess it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say "wait." But when you
have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have seen
hate-filled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even kill your black brothers and sisters with impunity; when you see the vast
majority of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society; when
you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter why she
cannot go to the public amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in her little eyes
when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see the depressing clouds of inferiority begin to form in her little
mental sky, and see her begin to distort her little personality by unconsciously developing a bitterness toward white people; when
you have to concoct an answer for a five-year-old son asking in agonizing pathos, "Daddy, why do white people treat colored
people so mean?"; when you take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable
comers of your automobile because no motel will accept you; when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs
reading "white" and "colored"; when your first name becomes "nigger” and your middle name becomes "boy" (however old you
are) and your last name becomes "John," and when your wife and mother are never given the respected title "Mrs."; when you are
harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never knowing what to
expect next, and plagued with inner fears and outer resentiments; when you are forever fighting a degenerating sense of
"nobodyness" - then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait. There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs
over and men are no lenger willing to be plunged into an abyss of injustice where they experience the bleakness of corroding
despair. I hope, sirs, you can understand our legitimate and unavoidable impatience.
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YOU express a great deal of anxiety over our willingness to break laws, This is certainly a legitimate concem. Since we so
diligently urge people to obey the Supreme Court's decision of 1954 outlawing segregation in the public schools, it is rather
strange and paradoxical to find us consciously breaking laws. One may well ask, "How can you advocate breaking some laws and
obeying others?" The answer is found in the fact that there are two types of laws: there are just laws, and there are unjust laws. I
would agree with St. Augustine that "An unjust law is no law at all."

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does one determine when a law is just or unjust? A just law is a man-made
code that squares with the moral law, or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law. To
put it in the terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal and natural law. Any law that
uplifts human personality is just. Any law that degrades human personality is unjust. All segregation statutes are unjust because
segregation distorts the soul and damages the personality. It gives the segregator a false sense of superiority and the segrogated a
false sense of inferiority. To use the words of Martin Buber, the great Jewish philosopher, segregation substitutes an "I - it"
relationship for the "I - thou" relationship and ends up relegating persons to the status of things. So segregation is not only
politically, economically, and sociologically unsound, but it s morally wrong and sinful. Paul Tillich has said that sin is
separation. Isn't segregation an existential expression of man's tragic separation, an expression of his awtul estrangement, his
terrible sinfulness? So I can urge men to obey the 1954 decision of the Supreme Court because it is morally right, and I can urge
them to disobey segregation ordinances because they are morally wrong.

Let us turn to a more concrete example of just and unjust laws. An unjust law is a code that a majority inflicts on a minority that
is not binding on itself, This is difference made legal. On the other hand, a just law is a code that a majority compels a minority to
follow, and that it is willing to follow itself. This is sameness made legal.

Letme give another explanation, An unjust law is a code inflicted upon a minority which that minority had no part in enacting or
creating because it did not have the unhampered right to vote. Who can say that the legislature of Alabama which set up the
segregation laws was democratically elected? Throughout the state of Alabama all types of conniving methods are used to
prevent Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there arc some counties without a single Negro registered to vote, despite
the fact that the Negroes constitute a majority of the population. Can any law set up in such a state be considered democratically
structured?

These are just a few examples of unjust and just laws. There are some instances when a law is just on its face and unjust in its
application. For instance, ] was arrested Friday on a charge of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing wrong with an
ordinance which requires a permit for a parade, but when the ordinance is used to preserve segregation and to deny citizens the
First Amendment privilege of peaceful assembly and peaceful protest, then it becomes unjust.

Of course, there is nothing new about this kind of civil disobedience. It was seen sublimely in the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego to obey the laws of Nebuchadnezzar because a higher moral law was involved. It was practiced superbly by the
early Christians, who were willing to face hungty lions and the excruciating pain of chopping blocks before submitting to certain
unjust laws of the Roman Empire. To a degree, academic freedom is a reality today because Socrates practiced civil
disobedience.

We can never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was "legal" and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in
Hungary was "illegal." It was “illegal” to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler's Germany. But I am sure that if I had lived in Germany
during that time, I would have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers even though it was illegal. If I lived in a Communist
country today where certain principles dear to the Christian faith are suppressed, I believe I would openly advocate disobeying
these anti-religious laws.

I MUST make two honest confessions to you, my Christian and Jewish brothers. First, [ must confess that over the last few years
I have been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great
stumbling block in the stride toward freedom is not the White Citizens Councillor or the Ku Klux Klannet but the white moderate
who is more devoted to order than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace
which is the presence of justice; who constantly says, "I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I can't agree with your methods
of direct action"; who paternalistically feels that he can set the timetable for another man’s freedom; who lives by the myth of
time; and who constantly advises the Negro to wait until a "more convenient season.” Shallow understanding from people of
good will is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more
bewildering than outright rejection.

In your statement you asserted that our actions, even though peaceful, must be condemned because they precipitate violence. But
can this assertion be logically made? Isn't this like condemning the robbed man because his possession of money precipitated the
evil act of robbery? Isn't this like condemning Socrates because his unswerving commitment to truth and his philosophical
delvings precipitated the misguided popular mind to make him drink the hemlock? Isn't this like condemning Jesus because His
unique God-consciousness and never-ceasing devotion to His will precipitated the evil act of crucifixion? We must come to see,
as federal courts have consistently affirned, that it is immoral to urge an individual to withdraw his efforts to gain his basic
constitutional rights because the quest precipitates violence. Society must protect the robbed and punish the robber.
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I had also hoped that the white moderate would reject the myth of time. I received a letter this merning from a white brother in
Texas which said, "All Christians know that the colored people will receive equal rights eventually, but is it possible that you are
in too great of a religious hurry? It has taken Christianity almost 2000 years to accomplish what it has. The teachings of Christ
take time to come to earth." All that is said here grows out of a tragic misconception of time, It is the strangely irrational notion
that there is something in the very flow of time that will inevitably cure all ills. Actually, time is neutral. It can be used either
destructively or constructively. I am coming to feel that the people of ill will have used time much more effectively than the
people of good will. We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the vitriolic words and actions of the bad people but
for the appalling silence of the good people. We must come to see that human progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitability, It
comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of men willing to be coworkers with God, and without this hard werk time
itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation.

YOU spoke of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. At first I was rather disappointed that fellow clergymen would see my
nonviolent efforts as those of an extremist. I started thinking about the fact that I stand in the middle of two opposing forces in
the Negro community. One is a force of complacency made up of Negroes who, as a result of long years of oppression, have been
so completely drained of self-respect and a sense of "somebodyness" that they have adjusted to segregation, and, on the other
hand, of a few Negroes in the middle class who, because of a degree of academic and economic security and because at points
they profit by segregation, have unconsciously become insensitive to the problems of the masses. The other force is one of
bitterniess and hatred and comes perilously close to advocating violence. It is expressed in the various black nationalist groups
that are springing up over the nation, the largest and best known being Elijah Muhammad's Muslim movement. This movement is
nourished by the contemparary frustration over the continued existence of racial discrimination. It is made up of people who have
lost faith in America, who have absolutely repudiated Christianity, and who have concluded that the white man is an incurable
devil. I have tried to stand between these two forces, saying that we need not follow the do-nothingism of the complacent or the
hatred and despair of the black nationalist. There is a more excellent way, of love and nonviolent protest. I'm grateful to God that,
through the Negro church, the dimension of nonviclence entered our struggle. If this philosophy had not emerged, I am
convinced that by now many streets of the South would be flowing with floods of blood, And I am further convinced that if our
white brothers dismiss as "rabble-rousers" and "outside agitators" those of us who are working through the channels of
nonviolent direct action and refuse to support cut nonviolent efforts, millions of Negroes, out of frustration and despair, will seek
solace and security in black nationalist ideologies, a development that will lead inevitably to a frightening racial nightmare,

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The urge for freedom will eventually come, This is what has happened to the
American Negro, Something within has reminded him of his birthright of freedons; something without has reminded him that he
can gain it. Consciously and unconsciously, he has been swept in by what the Germans call the Zesigeist, and with his black
brothers of Africa and his brown and yellow brothers of Asia, South America, and the Caribbean, he is moving with a sense of
cosmic urgency toward the promised land of racial justice. Recognizing this vital urge that has engulfed the Negro community,
one should readily understand public demonstrations. The Negro has many pent-up resentments and latent frustrations. He has to
get them out. So let him march soinetime; let him have his prayer pilgrimages to the city hall; understand why he must have sit-
ins and freedom rides. Ifhis repressed emotions do not come out in these nonviolent ways, they will come out in ominous
expressions of violence. This is not a threat; it is a fact of history. So I have not said to my people, "Get rid of your discontent."
But I have tried to say that this normal and healthy discontent can be channeled through the creative outlet of nonviolent direct
action. Now this approach is being dismissed as extremist. I must admit that I was initially disappeinted in being so categorized.

But as I continued to think about the matter, [ gradually gained a bit of satisfaction from being considered an extremist. Was not
Jesus an extremist in love? -- "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, pray for them that despitefully use you." Was not
Amos an extremist for justice? -- "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.” Was not Paul an
extremist for the gospel of Jesus Christ? -- "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist?
-- "Here I stand; [ can do no other so help me God.” Was not John Bunyan an extremist? — "I will stay in jail to the end of my
days before I make a mockery of my conscience.” Was not Abraham Lincoln an extremist? -- "This nation cannot survive halfl
stave and half free." Was not Thomas Jefferson an extremist? -- "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal.” So the question is not whether we will be extremist, but what kind of extremists we will be. Will we be extremists for
hate, or will we be extremists for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice, or will we be extremists for the

cause of justice?

I had hoped that the white moderate would see this. Maybe I was too optimistic. Maybe I expected too much. I guess I should
have realized that few members of a race that has oppressed another race can understand or appreciate the deep groans and
passionate yeamnings of those that have been oppressed, and still fewer have the vision to see that injustice must be rooted out by
strong, persistent, and determined action. I am thankful, however, that some of our white brothers have grasped the meaning of
this social revolution and committed themselves to it. They are still all too small in quantity, but they are big in quality. Some,
like Ralph McGill, Lillian Smith, Harry Golden, and James Dabbs, have written about our struggle in eloquent, prophetic, and
understanding terms. Others have marched with us down nameless streets of the South, They sat in with us at lunch counters and
rode in with us on the freedom rides. They have languished in filthy roach-infested jails, suffering the abuse and brutality of
angry policemen who see them as "dirty nigger lovers." They, unlike many of their moderate brothers, have recognized the
urgency of the moment and sensed the need for powerful "action" antidotes to combat the disease of segregation.
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LET me rush on to mention my other disappointment. I have been disappointed with the white church and its leadership, Of
course, there are some notable exceptions. I am not unmindful of the fact that each of you has taken some significant stands on
this issue. I commend you, Reverend Stallings, for your Christian stand this past Sunday in welcoming Negroes to your Baptist
Church worship service on a nonsegregated basis. I commend the Catholic leaders of this state for integrating Springhill College

several years ago.

But despite these notable exceptions, I must honestly reiterate that I have been disappointed with the chuzch. I do not say that as
one of those negative critics who can always find something wrong with the church. I say it as a minister of the gospel who loves
the church, who was nurtured in its bosom, who has been sustained by its Spiritual blessings, and who will remain true to it as

long as the cord of life shall lengthen.

I had the strange feeling when I was suddenly catapulted into the leadership of the bus protest in Montgomery several years ago
that we would have the support of the white church. 1 felt that the white ministers, priests, and rabbis of the South would be some
of our strongest allies. Instead, some few have been outright opponents, refusing to understand the freedom movement and
misrepresenting its leaders; all too many others have been more cautious than courageous and have remained silent behind the
anesthetizing security of stained-glass windows.

In spite of my shattered dreams of the past, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the white religious leadership of this
community would see the justice of our cause and with deep moral concern serve as the channel through which our just
grievances could get to the power structure. I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again I have been disappointed.

I have heard numerous religious leaders of the South call upon their worshipers to comply with a desegregation decision because
it is the law, but I have longed to hear white ministers say, follow this decree because integration is morally right and the Negro is
your brother. In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I have watched white churches stand on the sidelines and
merely mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and
economic injustice, I have heard so many ministers say, "Those are social issues which the gospel has nothing to do with,"” and 1
have watched so many churches commit themselves to a completely otherworldly religion which made a strange distinction
between bodies and souls, the sacred and the secular.

There was a time when the church was very powerful. It was during that period that the early Christians rejoiced when they were
deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas
and principles of popular opinion; it was the thermostat that transformed the mores of society. Wherever the early Christians
entered a town the power structure got disturbed and immediately sought to convict them for being "disturbers of the peace” and
"putside agitators.” But they went on with the conviction that they were "a colony of heaven" and had to obey God rather than
man, They were small in number but big in commitment. They were too God-intoxicated to be "astronomically intimidated."
They brought an end to such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial contest.

Things are different now. The contemporary church is so often a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound. It is so often
the arch supporter of the status quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the church, the power structure of the average
community is consoled by the church's often vocal sanction of things as they are..

But the judgment of God is upon the church as never before. If the church of today does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the
early church, it will lose its authentic ring, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no
meaning for the twentieth century, I meet young people every day whose disappointment with the church has risen to outright

disgust.

1 hope the church as 2 whole will meet the challenge of this decisive hour. But even if the church does not come to the aid of
justice, I have no despair about the future. I have no fear about the outcome of our struggle in Birmingham, even if our motives
are presently misunderstood. We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingham and all over the nation, because the goal of
America is freedom. Abused and scomed though we may be, our destiny is tied up with the destiny of America. Before the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we were here. Before the pen of Jefferson scratched across the pages of history the majestic word of
the Declaration of Independence, we were here. For more than two centuries our foreparents labored here without wages; they
made cotton king; and they built the homes of their masters in the midst of brutal injustice and shameful humiliation -- and yet
out of a bottomless vitality our people continue to thrive and develop. If the inexpressible cruelties of slavery counld not stop us,
the opposition we now face will surely fail. We will win our freedom because the sacred heritage of our nation and the eternal
will of God are embodied in our echoing demands.

I must close now, But before closing I am impelled to mention one other point in your statement that troubled me profoundly,
You warmly commended the Birmingham police force for keeping "order" and "preventing violence." I don’t believe you would
have so warmly commended the police force if you had seen its angry violent dogs literally biting six unarmed, nonviolent
Negroes. [ don't believe you would so quickly commend the policemen if you would observe their ugly and inhuman treatment of
Negroes here in the city jail; if you would watch them push and curse old Negro women and young Negro girls; if you would see
them slap and kick old Negro men and young boys, if you would observe them, as they did on two occasions, refusing to give us
food because we wanted to sing our grace together. I'm sorry that I can't join you in your praise for the police department.
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It is true that they have been rather disciplined in their public handling of the demonstrators. In this sense they have been publicly
"nonviolent." But for what purpose? To preserve the evil syster of segregation. Over the last few years [ have consistently
preached that nonviolence demands that the means we use must be as pure as the ends we seek. So I have tried to make it clear
that it is wrong to use immoral means to attain moral ends. But now I must affirm that it is just as wrong, or even more, to use
moral means to preserve immoral ends.

I wish you had commended the Negro demonstrators of Birmingham for their sublime courage, their willingness to suffer, and
their amazing discipline in the midst of the most inhuman provocation. One day the South will recognize its real heroes. They
will be the James Merediths, courageously and with a majestic sense of purpose facing jeering and hostile mobs and the
agonizing loneliness that characterizes the life of the pioneer. They will be old, oppressed, battered Negro women, symbolized in
a seventy-two-year-old woman of Montgomery, Alabama, who rose up with a sense of dignity and with her people decided not to
ride the segregated buses, and responded to one who inquired about her tiredness with ungrammatical profundity, "My feets is
tired, but my soul is rested.” They will be young high school and college students, young ministers of the gospel and a host of
their elders courageously and nonviolently sitting in at lunch counters and willingly going to jail for conscience’s sake. One day
the South will know that when these disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters they were in reality standing up for
the best in the American dream and the most sacred values in our Judeo-Christian heritage.

Never before have I written a letter this long - or should I say a book? I'm afraid that it is much too long to take your precious
time. I can assure you that it would have been much shorter if T had been writing from a comfortable desk, but what else is there
to do when you are alone for days in the dull menotony of a narrow jail cell other than write long letters, think strange thoughts,
and pray long prayers?

I£ I have said anything in this letter that is an understatement of the truth and is indicative of an unreasonable impatience, I beg
you to forgive me. If I have said anything in this letter that is an overstatement of the truth and is indicative of my having a
patience that makes me patient with anything less than brotherhicod, I beg God to forgive me.

Yours for the cause of Peuace and Brotherhood,

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Copyright © 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. All vights reserved,
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“Enemies from Within”: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy’'s Accusations of
Disloyalty

Wisconsin Republican Joseph R. McCarthy first won election to the Senate in 1946 during a campaign
marked by much anticommunist Red-baiting. Partially in response to Republican Party victories, President
Harry S. Truman tried to demonstrate his own concern about the threat of Communism by setting up a
loyalty program for federal employees. He also asked the Justice Department to compile an official list of 78
subversive organizations. As the midterm election year got underway, former State Department official Alger
Hizs, suspected of espionage, was convicted of perjury. McCarthy, in a speech at Wheeling, West Virginia,
mounted an attack on Truman’s foreign palicy agenda by charging that the State Department and its
Secretary, Dean Acheson, harbored “traitorous” Communists. There is some dispute about the number of
Communists McCarthy claimed to have known about. Though advance copies of this speech distributed to
the press record the number as 205, McCarthy quickly revised this claim. Both in a letter he wrote to
President Truman the next day and in an “official” transcript of the speech that McCarthy submitted to

the Congressional Record ten days later he uses the number 57. Although McCarthy displayed this list of
names both in Wheeling and then later on the Senate floor, he never made the list public.

Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950

Ladies and gentlemen, tonight as we celebrate the one hundred forty-first birthday of one of the greatest
men in American history, I would Jike to be able to talk about what a glorious day today is in the history of
the world. As we celebrate the birth of this man who with his whole heart and soul hated war, I would like to
be able to speak of peace in our time—of war being outlawed—and of world-wide disarmament. These would
be truly appropriate things to be able to mention as we celebrate the birthday of Abraham Lincoln.

Five years after a world war has been won, men’s hearts should anticlpate a long peace—and men’s minds
should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is not such a period—for this is not a
period of peace. This is a time of “the cold war.” This is a time when all the world is split into two vast,
increasingly hostile armed camps—a time of a great armament race.

Today we can almost physically hear the mutterings and rumblings of an invigorated god of war. You can
see it, feel it, and hear it all the way from the Indochina hills, from the shores of Formosa, right over into

the very heart of Eurcpe itself.

The one encouraging thing is that the “mad moment” has not yet arrived for the firing of the gun or the
exploding of the bomb which will set civilization about the final task of destroying itself. There is still a hope
for peace if we finally decide that no longer can we safely blind our eyes and close our ears to those facts
which are shaping up more and more clearly . . . and that is that we are now engaged in a show-down fight
.. not the usual war between nations for land areas or other material gains, but a war between two
diametrically opposed ideologies.

The great difference between our western Christian world and the atheistic Communist world is not political,
gentlemen, it is moral. For instance, the Marxian idea of confiscating the land and factories and running the
entire economy as a single enterprise is momentous. Likewise, Lenin‘s invention of the one-party police
state as a way to make Marx’s idea work is hardly less moementous.

Stalin’s resolute putting across of these two ideas, of course, did much to divide the waorld. With only these
differences, however, the east and the west could most certainly still live in peace.

The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, preached
feverishly by Lenin, and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red
half of the world triumphs—and well it may, gentlemen—this religion of immoralism will more deeply wound
and damage mankind than any conceivable economic or political system.



Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakable language
their resolve that no nation, no people who believe in a god, can exist side by side with their communistic
state.

Karl Marx, for example, expelled people from his Communist Party for mentioning such things as love,
justice, humanity or morality. He called this “souiful ravings” and “sloppy sentimentality.” . . .

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity. The modern
champions of communism have selected this as the time, and ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—
they are truly down.

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of communism
today—Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said—not back in 1928, not before the war, not during the war—but 2
years after the last war was ended: "To think that the Communist revolution can be carried out peacefully,
within the framework of a Christian democracy, means one has either gone out of one’s mind and lost all
normal understanding, or has gressly and openly repudiated the Communist revolution.” . . .

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can
there by anyone who fails to realize that the Communist world has said the time [s now? . . . that this is the
time for the show-down between the democratic Christian world and the communistic atheistic world?

Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long.

Six years ago, . . . there was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the antitotalitarian
side there were in the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later, there
are 800,000,000 peaple under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent.
On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500,000,000. In other words, in less than six years, the odds
have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us.

This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Cammunist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As
one of our outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy Is destroyed, it will not be
from enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.” . . .

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential
enemy has sent men to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who
have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups
who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest
Nation on earth has had to offer . . . the finest homes, the finest college education and the finest jobs in
government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons
in their mouths are the ones who have been most traitorous. . . .

1 have here in my hand a list of 205 . . . a list of names that were made known to the Secretary of State as
being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and shaping policy in the
State Department. . . .

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State proclaimed his loyalty to a man guilty of what has always
been considered as the most abominable of all crimes—being a traitor to the people who gave him a position

of great trust—high treason. . ..

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only when the whole sorry mess
of twisted, warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we may have a new birth of honesty
and decency in government.

Joseph McCarthy to President Harry Truman, February 11, 1950



In the Lincoln Day speech at Wheeling Thursday night I stated that the State Department harbors a nest of
Communists and Communist sympathizers who are helping to shape our foreign policy. I further stated that
I have in my possession the names of 57 Communists who are in the State Department at present. A State
Department spokesman promptly denied this, claiming that there is not a single Communist in the
Department. You can convince yourself of the falsity of the State Department claim very easily. You will
recall that you personally appointed a board to screen State Department employees for the purpose of
weeding out fellow travelers—men whom the board considered dangerous to the security of this Nation.
Your board did a painstaking job, and named hundreds which had been listed as dangerous to the security
of the Nation, because of communistic connections.

While the records are not available to me, 1 know absolutely of one group of approximately 300 certified to
the Secretary for discharge because of communism, He actually only discharged approximately 80. I
understand that this was done after lengthy consultation with the now-convicted traitor, Alger Hiss. I would
suggest, therefore, Mr. President, that you simply pick up your phone and ask Mr. Acheson how many of
those whom your board had labeled as dangerous Communists he failed to discharge. The day the House
Un-American Activities Committee exposed Alger Hiss as an important link in an international Communist
spy ring you signed an order forbidding the State Department’s giving any information in regard to the
disloyalty or the communistic connections of anyone in that Department to the Congress.

Despite this State Department black-out, we have been able to compile a list of 57 Communists in the State
Department. This list is available to you but you can get a much longer list by ordering Secretary Acheson to
give you a list of those whom your own board listed as being disloyal and who are still working in the State
Department. I believe the following Is the minimum which can be expected of you in this case.

1. That you demand that Acheson give you and the proper congressional committee the names and a
complete report on all of those who were placed in the Department by Alger Hiss, and all of those still
working in the State Department who were listed by your board as bad security risks because of their
communistic connections.

2. That you promptly revoke the order in which you provided under no circumstances could a congressional
committee obtain any information or help in exposing Communists.

Fallure on your part will label the Democratic Party of being the bedfellow of international communism.
Certainly this label is not deserved by the hundreds of thousands of loyal American Democrats throughout
the Nation, and by the sizable number of able loyal Democrats in both the Senate and the House.

Source: U.S. Senate, State Department Loyalty Investigation Committee on Foreign Relations, 81st
Congress; Joseph McCarthy to President Harry Truman February 11, 1950, Congressional Record, 81st
Congress



